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AN OPEN LETTER ♦ 

TO 

SAMUEL OOLGATE 

BYD. M. BENNETT. 



Dbab Sib : My reason for addressing tbis eom- 
munieation to you ip beeause you are at the head of 
a soeiety— the New York Sooiety for the Suppression 
of Vioe — whieh is trying to erush me, to deprive me 
of my good name, my property, and my liberty. 
From the information I am able to obtain, the 
determination is strong in your sooiety to press me 
to the wall, to break up my business, a&d to thrust 
me into prison. My love of liberty and my aversion 
to injustioe are probably as great as any maa's, and 
it is but natural that I feel some uneasiness in oon- 
sequenee of the danger in whioh your sooiety has 
plaeed me. It has already subjected me to an ex- 
pense of thousands of dollars, it has blaekened my 
reputation all over the United States and in Europe, 
and at this moment it has its hand at my throat, 
struggling to deprive me of my liberty and my 
rights, if not my life. I am, of eourse, deeply io- 
terested in this oontest, and wish to talk with you 
about it with plainness, direetness, and earnestnesa. 
: In some respeots you and I stand upon an equal- 
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ity, while in others we do not. We are both native3 
of this eountry, both citizens of the United States, 
both have,borne an }ioporablq ^me among our fel- 
low-men, Both haye lived to a fair old age, having 
entered upon our seventh deeade, and both stand 
equal before the laws of our eountry and the Con- 
atitntion^as it \fas ^atablished by <jur father^. Ip 
other respeets Ve are nt>t equal. You are; rieh '; I 
am poor. You have been very successful in your 
life enterprises, while Ithave~not. You are to-day 
honored and respeeted by most of the people of this 
eity and eountry, while, by the same elass, I am 
hated and despised. You are the president of an 
or^anization eomposed' of rieh and honorable men, - 
while the tinger 6f soorn is pointed at me and I aui 
denouneed as a eriminal unfit for life and the bless- 
ings of f reedom. 

What is the ' eause of this state of things ? Is it 
beeause I have really eommitted wrongs and am a 
worse iridividual than yourself ? Byno means. J 
have ever been a law-abiding oitizen, anS defy any 
man to designate' any erime I have eommitted. I 
insist that I have not' been a law-breaker,'wl)ile I 
think I will soon be able toshbw that you have been. - 
But .the great dii¥ererice between you and me, $lr. 
Oolgate, is just here: You are a believer in ourrent. 
theology; Iam not. You are amember of a rieh 
and fashionable orthodox < ehuroh ; I am not. You 
aeeept the system of oelestial arithmetio that one is 
three and three are one ; I do not. • You believe 
thata son may be as old as hls father ; I do not. 
You believe in supernaturalism ; I do not. You 
believe that your system of religion has been 
handed'down f rom heaven ; I do not, but regard it, 
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like all other systems of religion, as of human pro- 
duetion. You believe that a oertain indmdual of 
illegitimate birth, said to hav been born nearly two 
thousand years ago of a Jewish maiden» was be- 
.♦otten by th<* Supreme Oeator of the universe, and 
,vas himseU the ereator of the universe and his own 
* ather ; I do not. Tou believe that the blood of 
,his individual was very different from the blood of 
allother human beings and possessed virtue enough 
«o save and make forever happy those who aoeept 
Ihe belief you doj I do not. I regard every per- 
^on's blood, whohas lived upon the earth, as essenti- 
^lly the same. You believe that all who do not 
aeeept and aeknowledge the f aith you do must go to 
hell and suffer eternal torture ; I do not. I eannot 
lelieve that any man is tobepunished to all eternity 
i or entertaining an honest belief. We are punished 
Mre for opinion's sake, but I hope not there. 
' I will eoneede that you are honest in your views, 
Und for entertaining them or professing them you 
are hohored and bowed down to. ' For not being 
able to believe the same, and for having the honesty 
to avow my inability to believe them,I amdespised, 
dehouueed as vile, and for this very thing you and 
others are seeking to depriv^ me of my liberty and 
my dearest rights. • • r 

I wish to remind you that in the formation of this 
(.4overnment it was designed by its founders to be 
perfectly free for every form of belief, theologieal 
or otherwise. It was intended that every religion 
here should enjoy 'an equal amount of freedom. 
That every man should believo in andworship any 
kihd of a god he pleased, or no god at all, if he 
pleased. The Gotertiment was not established in 
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the interest of any system of religion. There was 
to be no union of ohureh and state. Every man 
should have the right to espouse and proelaim sueh 
views and opinions as to him seemed good. 

Many of the men who took a prominent part in 
pre'paring the oountry for the free Government 
whieh was here established and in perf eoting it, were 
unbelievers in the main dogmas of the Ohristian relig- 
ion. Thus Benjamin Franklin was a Deist ; Gen. 
George Washington was a Deist ; Thomas Paine was 
a Deist ; Gen. Ethan Allen was an Atheist ; Thomas 
Jefferson was an Atheist ; John Adams was a Deist, 
and many others who were eonneeted with the oivil 
branoh of the Government, and who as generals 
helped to.fight the battles, were unbelievers in the 
fundamental dogmas of Ghristianity. These state- 
ments are suseeptible of proof, but I will not now 
take the time to enter into that. I will say, how- 
ever, that it has been olaimed that but one of the 
signers of the Deelaration of independenee was a 
Ghristian, and he a Oatholie— Oarroll of Oarrollton, 
Maryland ; and it is well known that Washington 
while filling the ohair of lirst President of the 
United States, signed a treaty with the Government 
of Tripoli, in whioh it was explieitly stated that 
" The Government of the United States is not in 
any sense founded on the Ohristian religion." 
Among our later Presidents some have been unbe- 
lievers or Intidels, notably Abraham Linooln. 

Under this view of the matter it would seem that 
my right to hold my honest opinions ought to be 
just as sound and jast as firmly proteeted as yours, 
but it is not so. A great ohange has oome over the 
state of our eountry. The ehristiap religion has 
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beoome very fashionable and popular. We are pup- 
porting from 60,000 to 70,000 elergymen to uphold 
it. We have ehurehes and eathedrals in this 
oity eosting from $500,000 to $5,000,000, and 
these are f ree f rom taxation, while the hnmblest eot- 
tage of the poor man is taxed, and if he is not able 
1 lo own a eottage and is f oreed to rent a home he has 
to pay in rents to make up for what the property of 
the ehurehes and the olergy do not pay; and many 
of the elergy, for preaohiug the ohureh dogmas 
to the people, are paid the exceedingly comfortable 
salaries of $2,000, $3,000, $4,000, $5,000, $8,000, 
$10,000, $12,000, $15,000, and $20,000 a year. It is 
perhaps not strange that some of these men wish to 
send to prison the man who is trying to show the 
people the folly of keeping up this expensive and 
nseless f aree. 

Yes, Mr. Oolgate, my prinoipal sin is in not being 
a Ohristian, and in publishing arguments and faots 
ealoulated to shake the faith of my readers in the 
divinity and beauty of that system of religion. 
The oharge of obseenity against me is a mere pre- 
text. I am not and never have been a dealer in 
obseene literature. The eharge is infamously false. - 
I have even hardly seen a lewd or lascivious book 
for twenty years save the part of one whieh your 
agent Anthony Oomstoek sent through the mail to a 
friend of mine. But a pretext was sought for 
against me by your sooiety by whieh I should be 
arraigned before the highest eourts of our eountry. 
Your agent, Anthony Oomstook, visited my plaee, 
searehed through my publioations, books, pamphlets 
and traets to see if he oould not find sdmething on 
.whioh I oould be arrested and convicted. He 
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three times for selling or mailing obsoene literature. 
This is most eruel and unjust treatment towatds 
one who is not in the slightest degree guilty. 

Have you realized, Mr. Oolgate, what a serions 
thing it is to be arrested on a eharge of selling 
obseene literature? There is seareely another ebargb 
in the whole eatalogue bo dipgraceful, so odioup, and 
so utterly ruinous to a man's eharaoter 'among Lis 
friends and acquaintanoes. How would you Hke to 
be arrested on an aeousation of selling obseene and 
lasoivious publieations ? How would you like to have 
your wife, your daughtere, your near r >latives and 
friends 9 and your numerous acquaihtances read in 
the daily papers that you had been arrested on 'lhis 
oharge by United States omeers ? How would you 
like it telegraphed ali over the eountry that Samuel 
Oolgate had been arrested and held to bail for deal* 
ing in obseene literature ? Would $20,000 be the 
slightest induOement to you to have sueh a foul 
blot, sueh a disgraceful stigma, thrown upon your 
oharaeter? I think not. But remember this has 
been done to me three times within the last fifteen 
months, and I think as mueh of my eharaeter as you 
do of yours. I have not dealt in nor handled obseene 
literature, and have been no more a yiolator of the 
lawthan yon rself ^iii^^aet, not so tnueh so^ as^Lwill 
procjB£dJ^x8hpw youand any person who may read 
_this. I will here quote a soetion of the law of the 
United States, whieh your soeiety, and espeeially 
ypjir_agent, eaused to be passed. A similar law he 
also eaused to be passed by the Legielature of this 
state: 

"Every obseene, lewd, or lascivious book, pam- 
phlet, pieture, paper, writing, print, or other publi- 
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oation of an indeeent eharaeter, and every artiele 
or thing deeigned or intendedfor the prevention of 
eoneeption or proouring of abortion, and every arti- 
ole or tbing intended or adapted for any indeeent or 
immoral use, and every written or printed eard, eir- 
eular, book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notiee of 
any kind giving information, direetly or indireetly, 
where, or how, or of whom, or by what means, any 
of the hereinbefore mentioned matters, artieles, or 
tbings may be obtained or made, and every letter 
npon the envelope of whieh, or postal eard npon 
whieh, indeeent, lewd, obseene, or lasoivions delin- 
eations, epithets, terms, or language may be written 
or printed, are hereby deolared to be non-mailable 
matter, and shall not be conveyed in tbe mails, nor 
delivered from any post-office nor by any letter-ear- 
rier; and any person who shall knowingly deposit, 
or oause to be deposited, for mailing or delivery, 
anytbing deelared by this seotion to be non-mailable 
matter, and any person who shall knowingly take the 
same, or eause the same to be taken, from the mails, 
for the purpose of eireulating or disposing of, or of 
aiding in the oireulation or disposition of the same, 
shail be deemed gnilty of a misdemeanor, and shall 
for eaeh and every offense be fined not less than one 
bundred dollars nor more than fivethousand dollars, 
or imprisoned at hard labor not less tban one year 
nor more than ten years, or both, at the diseretion of 
the oourt. — U, 8. StatiUes at Large, vol. ld,p. 90. 
ApprovedJuly 12, 1876. 

You will notiee that it is a positive violation of 
the law to publish any kind of an advertisement 
giving information relative to any substanee tbat 
may be used for produoing abortion or preventing 
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oonoeption, or telling in ever so vague a way where 
sueh a substanee ean be found. To be guilty of 
Buoh a violation of the law subjeots one to a iine of 
$5,000 and imprisonment for ten years. To show — 
whether you have not rendered yourself liable to 
this punishment, I will quote a few lines from page ~i 
7 of a pamphlet, being part of a report of Henry A» 
Du Bois, M.D., i*sued from your house, relative to 
the artiele of vaseline whieh you sell in large quan- 
tities, of whioh pamphlets you have sent out thou- 
sands. To my personal knowledge the pamphlets 
have eome from yonr house, and they were sent by 
mail. They were ordered from your house, they 
were sent pursuant to order, the envelope having 
your bueiness eard printed upon it. Here is the 
eitraet :. .. ,•• ... . . ? ..' -, ; 

" Physieians are frequently applied tp to produee 
abortion. Reeently, on the same day, two women 
eameto me ; the reason assigned in the one ease was 
that the husband was syphilitio ; in the other, that 
pregnanoy brought on yiolent attaoks of spas- 
modio asthma. , Of eourse I, explained that the 
ohild had rights as well as the mother, but it was all 
I eould do to prevent one of these eases from going 
to a professed abortionist. In some oases of this 
kind prevention is better than eure, and I am ( . in- 
elined to think, f rom some • eiperiments, that vase- 
line, eharged v>ithfour or five grains of salieylie ^ 
aeid, will destroy spermatozoa, without injury to the 
uteruB or vagina." ..».;.. 

Here are explieit direetions for preventing eon- er 
oeption, if not for proeuring abortion, and you pub- 
lished definitely where the preparation eould be 
obtained. You violated tho law, as I said, in the 
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most positive manner, yet'you e^oape, while you' are 
tryiog to sehd me io pri&on f or not- breaking the law 
at all. If this' i8 j jufetice, itmust be Ghristian jiis- 
tiee, or Colgate'.jufetice;'wbieh i will not' bearihvesti- 
gation. ' But> you*' soeiety ^as ribt organized ' *to 
punish sueh yiolators of the' law* ab <yourself , nor f or 
the rieh and inAuential, nor for prominent Ohristians, 
but for ! poor, friendless devils**frbo are unable' to 
make a defense, and who oan easily be hnstled'off to 
prison. To show you'and oth'ers what'a'wide differ- 
enee is made* in the' treatment of Ohristians 1 and 
Infidels, I will iriform you that' though the U. S. 
proseouting attornies readily* admitted that ; the law 
had eleairly 'been violated' in ; your^paknphlet^and 
ought to be proaeeuted, when the^ eame td learn 
that Samuel Oolgate was the offender they utterly 
ref used 1 6 proseeute ' tbe 1 : 'oase,' while i tbey are ] very 
ready to' proseoute me fbr violatitig> no law what- 
ever; and with dimoulty bave -been indrieed-to ; lay 
my ease over for a single term that my l attornies 
might bave time tb* prepare for ] my defenaei-' Thriis 
'you see, Mr. Oolgate, it make8 l, con»iderable differ- 
eneo whose bull dbes the gdrmg; wh'etber'Ool^ate's 
or Bennett's. This is^a verygood'illustrat!On of the 
kind of justice' meted out-byyour Soeiety foi* ; the 
Suppression 1 of Vice ; its presiderit •ma'y violatelbe 
laws with impunity, but as for an Infidel publieher, 
'he must beware, or he v tfill be serit up teri years for 
the most frivolous offense ; and theri if the Presi- 
dent of the United States has the fairness and hon- 
esty to pardon him and release him from his unjust 
imprisonment, the holy adulterers raise sueh a howl 
ail over the land as to nearly deaf en one. Had some 
Infidel of unpopular or irregular praetitiorier been 
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guilty of violating . the htw 'as 'yott have , doney yOut 
agent, .Comstock,. would' long einee < have beeu af ter 
him, and the,United States eourt would ,have sum- 
marily sent hiin to priBon. - . .-.'-' 

:In.yourspeech,bcforeyour,Society on the evening 
of January , 29th, you said r ,^ As,a Soeiety, we have 
yejb i tp have th,e, first ireport from> any responsible- 
and reputable physieiauypr dr,uggist, pr bookseller 
saying that their. , praetiee op business had , been in- 
jured through : tbe. aetion of i the goeitity.i They do 
not compiain,,of ,pur qopiety,of these laws^ and i>o 
suoh report.ha^c^e t to>ouriSj0^iety. , V; : Tbereisyery 
good reason,whyft^ey.49 pot complain,;>,youragent 
Oomstoek, does notymeddie with regular physioians, 
regular druggists, v nof wealthy^ respeetable book- 
sellers. Heis very>careful to let them alone, andtp 
pounee down: upon the poor, the friendless> and r the 
irregular. , , For these : be has no . merey : nor . f orbear- 
anee. .The ^regular," aristoeratio phyBioians may 
prevent conception8i prpduee abortions, or. do any- 
thing else they ehoose, and your agent will not dis- 
, turb them. . 1 haye never heard o£ ; Oomstoek brjng- 
ing a eharge agajns,t a^wgular, physioian.oria^gular 
druggist f)ruggjsts , may im por t and sell 1 eontra- 
. band , ,French goods with perfect impunity, and he 
will not disturb, -them. . , ; There is) seareely a; druggist 
.in the eity but what keepsr apd , sells itbo^e goods 
i every day in ' the yeaiy and still , Oonistoek; will ! not 
,lay,snares for thein,; hejwill not send >themf deeoy 
letters . in fictitious . names ; he wili, not Bet trapb to 
oatoh them. He is not anaeious toattaek ,the frater- 
,.nity of .druggists ; they are too strong and eould 
raise too mueh. money k to ; successf ully r pppose him. 
• He looks for game • more helpless ; and friendless. 
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It i$ the same with the booksellers. There is hardly 
a bookseller i» the eountry bnt what sells> the writ- 
iugs of Boeeaeeio, Rabelais, Montaigne, Fielding, 
Shakspere, Sterne, Juvenal, Byron, and others, any 
one of whieh has a hundred times more of obseenity 
or indeeeney than " Oupid's Yokes" eontains, but 
they are nover disturbed. They ean keep on selling 
these works, with hundreds of eopies of the Bible, 
whieh, at least, has a thousand times more obseenity 
than ean be found in Mr. Heywood's pamphlet, and 
they are all right ; they will not be molested. They 
may even buy and sell "Oupid's Yokes" to their 
heart's eontent, and Oomstook will not lay in watt 
forthem. The largest booksellers inthe eity have 
repeatedly bought "Oupid's Yokes " of me; but your 
Soeiety or your ■ agent will not proeeed againnt 
them. It is the Infidel publishers and the small-f ry 
operators wbo have eause to fear Ooinstoek's perse- 
eutions and proseeutions. And here may be seen at 
a glanee just the kind of justice that aetuates ydur 
Sooiety. * J 

I will cheerf ully admit that mueh good has been 
aeeomplished in seizing and suppressing indeeent 
and immoral literature, and that you spoke eorreetly 
in your speeeh when you said, " To-day it is impossi- 
ble to find one of those books [indeeent] in any 
store in this eity,' and obsoene pietures and pam- 
phlets are hardly ever published." 'While I would 
not deny the good that your Soeiety has done in 
driying this literature from the market, I must re- 
mind you that the far greater portion of this was 
done bef ore your Soeiety was organized and bef ore 
the postal laws of 1873 were enaeted. Sinee that 
time your Soeiety haa eipended some ,$50,000, and 
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it has done in the last ti ve years little else than to 
proseoute, annoy, and perseeute people who meant 
to do no harm, who have broken no raoral law, and 
have done nothing to injure their fellow-men. The 
oharge of obseenity has been brought against seores 
of persons who had not a thought of being obseene, 
and whose desire to be moral and law-abiding was 
as stroeg, at least, as the average of ehureh-members 
of the day. For every person whom your Soeiety 
has arrested within the last five years on the oharge 
of dealing in obsoene literature who has really been 
guilty, ten or twenty have been needlessly arrested, 
have been subjeoted to heavy eipense, have beeii 
oruelly disgraoed and many unjustly fined and sent to 
prison. Of this elass may be mentioned the eases of 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Dr* E. C. Abbey, John A. Lant, 
Sara B. Ohase, Oharles Maekey, Leander Foi & Son, 
Mr. Weil, A. Proseh, Oharles F. Blandin, Louis 
Wengenrath, E. H. Hey wood, and at least one hun- 
dred and fifty others. When it is realized how 
mueh anguish, wretohedness, broken-heartedness, 
and disgraee your agent has oaused by his meroi- 
less perseeutions, the amount of deeeption, sub- 
terfuge, intrigue, persuasion, falsehood, and even 
perjury has been ' employed to prooure the ar- 
rests and conviotions that have been made, it is quite 
enough to neutralize the good that has been per- 
formed from the same souree, espeeially when it is 
borne in mind that obsoenity eould easily have been 
suppressed and theoffenders brought to punishment 
by the regular polioe force of our oity and at less 
than one-tenth the expense that yonr • sooiety 
haa inourred. Should then the inquiry be made— > 
What greaf good has the sooiety aeeomplished ? the 
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answer would be : It hae afforded a good fat posi- 
tion for Anthony Comstock and his laekey tb live 
upon the eontributions made by well-meaning peor 
ple, where he ean poeket f our thousand dollarsayear 
for being a terrible seourge upon his fellow-men, 
punishing them f ar beyond their deserts, and in 
doing sueh work as the polioe are perfectly eomr 
petent to attend to. 

There is a eharitable opinion in the minds of many 
people that yourself and other . members of your 
soeiety, being honorable, high-minded men, are uot 
oognizant pf the methods your agent employs, an$ 
that you do not approye of them. But when it ia 
remembered that you ^re well apprised of many of his 
methods aud speeiiio art^, and that at least a portion 
of his yillainous eonduet has been brought to your 
knowledge, the f eeling of eharity alluded to is great- 
ly dissipated. : 

It is not pleasant f or me to eharge any person 
with wrong doing, and espeeially erimes that are 
punishable by imprisonment, but I aninot, after all, 
afraid to speak the truth, and will not, when neees- 
sary, hesitate to do so. I beg to assure you that the 
eharges I make are true, and are all suseeptible of 
proof, and ean be demopstrated to yourself, y.our 
soeiety, and before a eourt of justice. Tou seem to 
ardently defend the eonduet of your agent, and you 
•peak of the work aeeomplished by him as being of 
the most eatisfactory ebaraeter; Tou eannot then 
thihk strange if I spend a few minutes in eonsidering 
it. : If he is eulpable in his past aets, and you defend 
him in the wrong he has done you make yourself 
4fU) in his guilt. 

The rpyerend gpeakers in your last me?ting denied 
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that your agent used subterfuge, persuasion, and 
deeoy letters to induee his yietiins to the eommission 
of erimes, and insisted that tbe letters he writes — in 
whieh hypoerisy, falsehood, and persuasion aro 
about equally blended^— are simply " test letters," 
not to induoe people to eommit wrong, but to aseer- 
tain who would do so. This assertidn will not bear 
iuyestigation. A fewonlyof your agents's eases will 
have to be examined td show that the elaim is 
untrue. ■ ' < 

Take, first, the ease of Leander Fox & Son, who 
kept a book-store on Canal st., not { ar from W. Broad- 
way. They were men of good reputation.. Persons 
who knewMr. Fox for many years b^ve n$sur<*d mo 
of his sterling worth and integrity of ebaraeter» 
There were f ew men who tried harder to do what i* 
right. Oomstoek sought to make them his victijns, 
He ealled upon them and asked for eertain obseune 
works. They informfed bim that they, did npt ke«»p 
them. He urged them to get for him >tl?$ bppks be 
wanted, but they told him they never dealt iu that 
elass of literature. Tour agent ealled seyeral tinies 
on similar errands, asking for lewd and indeeent 
books, and he was inyariably told tiut they kept 
nothing of the kind, and never bad done so. He 
kept up these importunities a long time, but not 
sueeeeding in entrapping them into purehasing vile 
books f or him, he tried his favorJte niethod of deeoy 
letters. He wrote them in a n'etitions name, ordering 
a book, or books by mail. One was "Ashton's 
Book of Nature and Marriage Guide " (pnblished 
arid eopyrighted by Benjamin T. Day), a work on 
Physiology, ete, but by no raeans obseene. It had 
beeii sold regularly by the trade for twenty years, 
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v and was mueh of the same eharaeter as Dr. F. Hol- 
liek's works. Fox and Son riot having the book in 
etoek stepped out and bonght it of stime other 
dealer and mailed it to the address desired 
as innoeently as you wonld ship a gross of 
glyeerino soap to a eustomer. But for depositing 
that harmless book in the mail your agent oaused 
f ather and son to be arrested late on Saturday after- 
noon — when obtaining bail is not easy — with a view 
of keeping them in prison over Sunday. To show 
how easy convictions are obtained, it is only neees- 
sary to state the fact that the ease against Fox & 
Son being pressed to trial when their attorney, 
William Beaeh, was absent at Albany, both father 
and son, by Oomstoek's testimony, were found guilty 
of sending obseene literature through the raails, 
and were senteneed te prison for a year ; and but 
for the interference of Thurlow Weed, who indueed 
President Orant to pardon them out, they would 
have remained in prison the entire terro, to the ruin 
of their business and the great unhappiriess and dis- 
graoto of their family. It is a great injury to a man 
to thus tear him suddenly from his business ; and 
f ew, who have not been arrested on a eharga of ob- 
seenity, are able to fully eomprehend the anguish of 
heart to the family and the deep disgraee attendant 
npon it. There is hardly any other eharge so utterly 
damaging as this, and your soeiety should be very 
oareful that it does not so grossly injure a man as to 
bring the foul eharge when it is not true. A man's 
reputation is dearer to him than money — is as dear 
as life — and it is extremely wrong to tarnish it 
unjustly. 

Here is a ease where Comstock indueed two excel* 
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lent men to oomthit an offen«e, if an offense it may be 
called,which they would never have thonght of oom- 
mitting but for his deoby letter, and by that villain- 
ous aet of his they were deeply injured, disgraoed, 
ruined, and their f amily rendered ineonsolable. If 
the man thus unjustly perseouted is able to stand up 
under it, the wif e, the sisters, and mother are often 
broken down with inte^nse sorrow and grief at tbe 
great disgraee brought upon them. The soul agory 
ahd wretohedness that vour agehthas thus brought 
upon hundreds 6f good people is far beyond the 
power of domputation. 

The adulators of Mr. Oomstoek say he never in- 
duees a person to eomtnit a f ault who would not 
otherwise d6ko. I think I ean prote this statement 
to be" a falsehoOd. Let us take the ease of Mr. 
A. Proseh, mariufaoturer of sterieoptieons on tne 
eorner of Divisioh &nd Catherine streets, where he is 
still pursuing his businesfe. He is an uriexceptioh- 
ally good man. During the sixty-five years he has 
lived he has borhe an excellent eharaoter j and, to 
show how oai'e^ ully he has lived, it is ohly neoessary 
to state that he has never played a game of eards, 
he has hever visited a theatre, neVer made use of 
intoxicating liquors' or tbbaeeo, and has Uniformly 
been noted for his Upright and honorable eonduot. 
But in the spring 6f 1877 this good man had the 
misfbrtune t6 f all irito thd tbils of your agent, ahd 
thereby eame to great grief. Daniel Walford, a' 
friend of Mr. Pr'oseh, belonged to a temperanee 
organization, and it was ^roposed to have a re-union 
with soine kind bf amusement for the soeiety. Mr. 
Walford indueed Mr. Proseh to attend the meeting 
and to take one of his 6tereopticotis and give them 
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some views, Ho had a limited number of pietures, 

suoh as he used in exhibjting his instrument« to; his 

oustomers.- Sueh as he ha<J he took with him.,and 

qbarged;not aoent for the effprt be made to amuse 

^the eompany. ,. . v . M 

., The entertainment passed off pleasantly. , Gentle- 

men, their, wives. and daughters, were present, and 

'. the pietures \ shown iWere simh as npt to pn^nd any 

of them. . Bpp there.iwas a single person there with 

a prurient mind,.whp,,at the exhibitipn of some 

.pietyirea, of statuary,; thougbt.it woule^dp for a ease 

for Anthony Oomstoek to work up, and he ; took the 

trouble tO}have the information conyeye.d to your 

agent that aq exhibition bad been giyen where nude 

figures, bad tyeen shown, , ^bis ,was enpugli f or your 

virtuou8 ; rep5esentatjve, Ho sent his assis^ant, 

Britton,,tp see what eould be^ made of it. ti r{ 

% . ^rittpn ealled upop Mr v ^roseh, and sajd, "I 

learn tbat.*at ajsocjal ga^erjng of a temperanee 

.soeiety, you repen^ly gayesonip «tereoseo^pie' yiews 

.whieh pleas^ed t^eaudienee yery iuuch r . Now, I 

belong^o a plub of ypungn^en ; we are soon t^o haye 

a meetiqg, and we wigh, tp se^ if we eannot get ypu 

tp exj_ibit some of yopr pieturep to us." .]jfr. Proseh 

'replied that tbatwas not ^is trasiness.. ^emade the 

instruments for sale, but did. not jfollow exfyjbiting 

them, He had, on the oeeasion re^rre^ to, gratui- 

tously, shown some piptures as,a matter of aeeommo- 

dation to a iriend^and had never 4 one 8 ° except on 

that oeeasion. , BnttQn,rejpin i ed bj{ assuring the old 

iuan tha-t theelub was very anxious to haye him 

attend its meeting and sbow bis^ pietures, assuring 

him that they would pay him handsomely for doing 

so. By eontinued persuasipn pf this kind the old 
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gentleraan thougbt that if he eould affbrdpleasure 
to the ineeting and put a little money into his owii 
poeket at the sarae time it might be well to do so ; 
and he' promised to- givfc the eihibitiom Brittoh 
wishe'd to see the pietures tbat forined theeolleetion. 
These were freely shdwn, whereupon your einployee 
remarked : '"Tbese are 1 very-wfe1) f s6'far' as they go, 
but bur elub wish something a little liyelier^ some- 
tbing a little raore raey 5 ydu understandi >Weare 
mostly young' men/andi' we wish something rather ^ 
rieh and fancy. < ! CanV you get something a little 
mbre to our> tarite ? We . will pay you f well f or your 
trouble in finding>the piettires,' be&ides paying yOu 
f or • then exhibitiOfr " Mn Prttseh said he did * not 
know whetlier he would beable to findsuch^kindof 
pietures asyour man indieated; but, by being repeat- 
edly urged' and^persuaded to do so, he promised to 
try and see what^he ebuld find.' :' ' •/ 

Brlttori oalled iri'thid way 'Several tiines upon the 
old meehanie to sed ifthe desired pietures had been 
procured> and urging that the old mari should pro- 
eure'tbem; 'At length a^pieture or pietures was 
obtained : tha*t ' was' thought might ' suit the elub. 
Jttst what: it was I'do not 'know,but' have been in- 
f ormed it was-a ; scene from Pompeii orHereuIaneum, 
and' Britton ekpressed 1 himself pleased. He, of 
course, ! communicated the intelligenee to < his chief , 
your agent, and ealled'ttpon' the old man, saying he 
was one of the clubbefore whom the'ekhibition was 
to take plaee* The 'pietures were^of eourse, shown 
to Comstock, who, as doon as he looked them over 
and saw the one he deemed objectionabley rudely 
seized the old man, and in a brutal, imperious man- 
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ner, eaid, "You are my prisoner. I am Anthony 
Oomstoek. Go with me to prison." 

The old man was, of eourse, greatly surprised. 
He was working at his lathe in his.shirt sleeyes, and 
was not bardly in eondition to go throtigh the 
streets in the plight he was.. He said if he mast go 
to prison he wished to put on his eoat and boots. 
Comstock would not allow this, but forced him 
through the streets in the way he was as though he 
had eommitted robbery or murder. « An empioyee of 
the old man followed with the eoat, and, though the 
weather was raw and eold, Oomstoek would not let 
Mr. Proseh put it on. His manner was exoeedingly 
eoarse ana brutal all the way to the prison, and it 
was not until the old man was plaeed in the hands 
of the eity poliee that a kind word was spoken to 
him and he was allowed to put on his ooat. In this 
way your pious agent showed his,Christian spirit. 

It was in the after part of the day that Mr. Proseh 
was arrested — too late f or him to prooure bail that 
eyening, and he passed the night, for the first time 
in his life, in a prison eell. He was in great mental 
agony at the great disgraoe that had thus suddenly 
oyerwhelmed him, and he passed the night in rest- 
lessly walking the floor of his prison. Not suoeeed- 
ing in proouring aeeeptable bail, be remained in' 
prison the following day and also the seoond night. 
The blow was a heayy one to him. > 

It was still heayier to his inyalid wife. The dis- 
graoeful oharge upon whieh her husband was arrest- 
ed was oaref ully kept from her . as long as possible, 
and the fact that he had .been taken to prison at all 
was endeayored to be oonoe.aled from her ; but, by 
dint of importunity, she learned that Mr. Pioseh 
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was in prison and finally the natnre of tbe eharge 
was made known to her, and the shoek nearly killed 
her when she learned the foul offense with whieh he 
wa«* oharged. She has deseribed to me, with tears 
n her eyes, the intense agony she suffered. To 
think that that good old man, who had not, during 
his entire life, knowingly oommitted an offense of 
any kind, should, in his old age, be dragged to prison 
on the oharge of obseenityl She eould not divulge 
the faot to her nearest friend, not even to her own 
sister. She eould not breathe it.to any one. She 
thought she would die with the erushing grief, 
whieh so prostrated her that she oame near death's 
# door. She did not believe she eonld. possibly live 
through another sueh trial. 

Friends of the aeoused man took an aetive interest 
in his ease to see if something oould be done for his 
relief . You were visited and the f aots were pre- 
sented to you. It is believed that you felt shoeked 
at the eruelty and inhumanity of your agent. The 
result was, Mr. Proseh obtained bail and his eape 
was never ealled before the Court — was never tried. 
It is believed that your induenee led to this result. 
But you still employ Oomstoek to eontinue in his 
villainou8 eareer. You still hold the position of 
President of his Sooiety. You still f reely eontribute 
money f or sueh services as he perf orms, and you still 
praise him for the great labors he executes. 

I will next eall your attention to the ease of Chas. 
F. Blandin, whom your agent and his employee did 
induee to eommit an offense for wbieh they east 
him into prison. Blandin lived in Boston and had 
uniformly maintained a good eharaeter. He removed 
to this Oity in 1877 with a view of following his pro* 
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f68eion here ana lawyer; but, tinding busineha dull, 
he worked f or a while at solieiting orders for a sta- 
tionery and printing-hbuse. •'■ This buainess took bim 
to stores and offiees, and in anievil hour he ealled at 
the office of youragent, Oomstoek. • His aeeompiiee, 
«Britton was in and was very affable , and eommuni- 
eatiye. He inf ormed . . Blandin i >that he wished to 
proeure * ome • f aney pietoes, and handed . him: what 
purported to be his bueiness eard,- whieh read,. ',' Jo- 
'seph B. Andrews, buyer , of rich,i rare, and raey 
books, photographs, ete, Philadelphia," ; Britton 
represented himself as Andrews, and said he was 
very aniious to obtain some fancy piotures. Blandin 
assured/ him that >he knew nothingof sueh goods, # 
that he had never seen any,;and> knew not where to 
'obtain them. * Britton enjoined ,him to bnion ithe 
lookout for them, and if he eould find anythiug in 
the, line to let him know.i Blandin promu-ed. todo 
this, deeming Britton a f riendly, good >ort of feilow. 
•> Blandin thought no moreof thoiinatter uutil some 
two months after beingon avisit to BoBton, a friend 
easually showed him half a dozenlo/ whatare ealled 
fancy photographs, the ;rfirst Blandin had ever aeen. 
The promise he i had made to Brittoa immediately 
eame to h}s mind^ ahd; he begged one.of thein as a 
loan to show his TKGWiYdA JHend.-:Tb&ireqae*t was 
i^rantee), and after returning to.tbis eity the un^ua- 
peeting Blandin» ealled > upon your daf igning em- 
ployee, Britton. Not iinding hini in* be left a note 
that be had been there, and gave the , street and 
nnmber of his offioe^ Britton soon returned tbe eall, 
ibut found Blandin out. uiHe iri turn leff a note for 
Blandin to^eall at a eertain hour at ihi* offiee of your 
soeiety, 150 Nassau street.. TJnfortutiate y he ealled, 
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and found both your agents, Oomstook and Britton* 
in. He informed them that while in Boston he had 
been shown some fancy photographs, and remember- 
ing.how anxious Andrews was to Bee or obtain some, 
he had begged one, and had ealled to redeem hia 
promise. The pieture seemed to please your agentr, 
and they wished to obtain a thousand sueh* inquir- 
ing very p&rtieularly where they eould be obtained. 
Blandin replied that he eould not tell them, that tbe 
one was all he had and all he expected to have, that 
he had orily borrowed it, and that it was not for 
sale; he eould not tell wbere more eould be found. 
They detained him longer ihan he wished to stay, 
and plied hini with numerous questions. At length 
he reaehed out his hand for the pieture, as hewished 
to go. Britton deelined to return the pieture, but 
instead plaeed thirty oents in Blandin's hand. The 
latter said he wanted the • pieture, not the money; 
that the pieture Was not for sale, and did not belong 
to him. He simply wanted it to return to the man 
of whom he had borrowed it. 

At this juncture your agent, Oomstoek, stepped 
from an inner room to whieh he had retired, bran- 
dishing a elub, and, showing his badge of oniee^ laid 
his hands roughly on Blandin, saying, "You are my 
prisoner. My name is GomstOok; v and without par- 
ley, or a word of kindness, or a partielo of pity, hur- 
ried him off to priaon, where thd unfortunate man, 
being unacquainted W;ith any one who woiild be 
aeeepted as bail, was foroed to lie thirteen weeks 
with felons before his trial oanie off. Here is a ease 
in whieh was enaeted the fable of "The Spider and 
the FJy," your agents taking. the part of the spider. 
Blandin had been overrpersuacted to find f aney pie-. 
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turea and bring them there. A note had been left 
at his office inyiting and pressing him to eall, and 
then, as soon as he was in the power of your agents, 
he was hastled off to prison withont being able to 
oommunieate with his friends, or even to leave word 
at his omee to tell what had beeome of him. He was 
not a dealer in improper pietures; he never had seen 
one, and would not have thonght of tonehing one of 
them and taking it to your soeiety's omee had he not 
been urged to do so by your employee. This is 
elearly a ease where your sooiety induoed a man to 
violate the law in order that he might be made a 
viotim of, and thus add one more to the list of bad 
eharaoters you boast of having arrested. 

On the testimony of Oomstoek and Britton, Blan- 
din was easily eonyieted of selling an indeeent pie- 
ture; but the jury, not believing that he intended 
any wrong, reeommended him to the merey of the 
Gourt. His sentenee was made the lowest preseribed 
by the law — $100 fine and three months' imprison- 
ment. But even that is extremely severe on a man 
who has designed to do no harm, bnt simply to 
aoeommodate one who professed friendship. To be 
imprisoned three months with thieves and felons is 
no light matter, and doubtless Oomstook or yourself 
would appreeiate thd fact were either of you forced 
to undergo it. 

Blandin was defended by B. F. Russell, an attbr- 
ney who had known him for ten years, and who, 
knowing him to be a moral young man, made an 
effort to seoure a pardon. He obtained the signa- 
tures of the judge, the jury, and the foreman of the 
grand jury, asking the Governor for Blandin's par- 
don, and went to Albany to present it. Governor 
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Robinson belieyed a serious wrong had been done to 
Blandin, and sent his son to tbis eity to investigate 
tbe matter. The son found tbe facts as Russell 
had represented; and though your agent, Comfltock, 
opposed a pardon with all his power, and brougbt 
out the eredentials of your soeiety, it was of no use. 
The Gdvernor pardoned him, thus rebuking the eon- 
duet of your soeiety, whieh you and several well-paid 
elergymen so loudly approve. But Blandin's pros- 
peets were ruined, and he disgraeed for life. Com- 
stoek ean point the finger of seorn at him and say, 
" He is one of my convicts. ,, Your soeiety eounts 
this innoeent man as among its victims in the eause 
of morality. 

Another instaneo, showing tbe way your Soeiety 
does its work, is that of Louis Wengenrath, confeo- 
tioner in the eastern part of Brooklyn. He was 
widely and well known as an honorable, law-abiding 
man, and his honor would be untarnisbed to-day 
but for your agents. Britton ealled on hira of ten 
and made slight purehases, and at length requested 
the conf eetioner to proeure f or him eertain indeeent 
devicesin sugar, whieh conf eetioners have sometimes 
sold. Wengenrath assured^him that he bad sold 
nothing of the kind and had none. Britton urged 
him to buy some f or him, and he would pay hitn 
handsomeiy for his trouble. : And, to further induee l 
the good-hearted man to proeure the artieles, Britton 
told him that their mutual politieal friends, Gale 
and Ely, wanted some also. These requests were 
frequently urged, and at length Wengenrath took 
the trouble to hunt up the artteles, as requested ; 
but no sooner had Britton beeome in possession 
of them than Oomstook and himself ' oaused the 
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poor « man's arrest, and he waa . eompelled to go to 
prison and stand trial for selling obseene goods. 
The proof against ihim was elear, and, though he 
was able to show a good eharaoter, he was convioted 
and given the lightest punishment the law preseribes 
— three months' imprisonment and $100 fine. 

Here is anpther ease of great injustice by your 
Soeiety, visited upon a well-meaning, peaceful man, 
who, but for the indueements thrown out by your 
agent, would not have thought of doing wrong, 
But the worst remains to be told. • While Wengen- 
rath was in prison awaiting trial »and undergoing 
sentenee, an intimaey grew up between his wife and 
his attorney, Areher, and there is little doubt but 
what they were eriminal together. The attorney's 
yisits were eontinued even after Wengenrath's term 
of imprisonment was over, and the latter had good 
roasons to believe that improper iatimaey had taken 
plaoe. He ordoroel Areher to diseontinue his Yinits 
to his house, and upon the latter's telling him he 
wouid eome as mueh <as he plefised, and upon the 
wife taking .sides with the attorney, the husband 
beeamo.deeply ineensed at thewrong that had been 
done and made a.deadly.assault upon*Archer, doing 
him sogreat an injury thathis lif e was despaired of, 
aqd the poor confectioner was again thrown into 
prison. _Thus his business was broken up, his wife 
alienated from him, his happiness gone, and his rep- 
utation ruined, and all in consequence of the deeoy 
held out by the man your Soeiety employs to per- 
form that kind,of service: ;.: ..: <i .j 

. At an indignation meeting over the wrongs eom- 
mitted by your, man . Com6tock,< held last June in 
Soienoe Hall, ; James D. MeGieliand, Esq., attomey 
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of this oity, made a Btateinent of some things he 
knew about the modes and results of the business 
perf ormed by y ottr man Conistbck, and gave sereral 
faots 'whieh had eome under his own observation. 
Among others he related one of an unfortunate inan 
whom Com8took by a dedoy letter had iudueed to 
send a syrihge through the mail, whereupon he was 
thrown into prison arid tiis wife and ehildren lef t to 
8uffer. On the trial, ribtwithstariding the hard swear- 
ing of Oomstoek, and the severe ruiings of Judgd 
Benediot, MoOlelland divided the jnry, eausing 
them to etand six and six. He proved by < rdineht 
physieians that the syringe wad a valuable instru- 
ment and innoeent of harm. " But that seemed ' to 
amount to nothing with the judge. A new trial was 
obtained whieh resnlted in a division of the jury and 
it was not till the third or fourth trial was had that 
the poor man was convicted for what he supposed be 
had aperfect legal right to do, and he was sen- 
teneed to two ; yfcars' imprisbnment for an bffense nO 
greater than you yourself have eommitted. And 
during that imprisonnient 'th'e wifd and ebildren 
knew what it was to sdffer. ' The wif e eould get 
work but a part of the time, atid her ehildren of ten 
went hungry. Tfr keep her ohildreh Irom staryation 
she pawned one •'&rti6le<of jewelr^ r 'after' ariotner, 
one keepsake af ter anotber, until everythirig bf valuV 
was in the pawnbroker's Bhop. What eould the' 
poor woman do to keep her ehildreh f rom starvation ? 
Her landlord threatened to ttirn her. out doors and 
to jprevent it he suggesteel 'that she yield berself to 
him^ Inher desperation and to save the lives of her 
ehildrenshe eonsdnted. A f ew months af terwards 
the attorney «aw 1 ^this utifortftnat6 woinan arraigned 
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with low and lawless prostitutes in tho polioe eourt. 
llo was shooked to see her in sueh a oondition and 
he took the oeeasion to ask her what it meant. 
With tears running down ber face she told him of 
the struggle she had made to keep her ehildren from 
starying as long as she possibly eould until every- 
thing of value was gone, when she yielded to the 
importunities of her landlord and prostituted her 
body to put bread in the mouths of her little ones 
and keep a shelter over their heads, and how, step by 
step, she had deseended until she was where she was 
— utterly beyond hope. " Ah," said the attorney, 
with eloquenee and impressiveness, " if there is a 
God — if there is a future world of retributive justice 
and a plaee of torment — that man Anthony Com- 
stoek will have to answer for the human wreek and 
suff ering he has produoed 1 " 

He further stated that the oases of oonviction of 
whioh Comstock loudly boasted had eost the hottest 
tears of anguish and the keenest pangs of sorrow 
known to the human heart ; and the work had been 
aoeomplisbed by despioable trieks, the basest f alse- 
hood, the yilest arts of the deeoyer and informer, 
and treaohery of the blaokest kind. "More than 
that," said he, with great earnestness, "Comstock 
and his aooompliee have been guilty of peryury in 
proseouting the hapless yietims whom they have 
deooyed and thrust into prison." 

These are pretty hard oharges, Mr. Oolgate, to be 
made against your agent and employee and against 
thework of your very Ohristian sooiety, but they 
are made by a responsible attorney of this eity, 
whom you or any o(her person may eall upon any 
day, and who ean prove in a oourt of justice the 
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truth of every word he uttered. It is, unf ortunately, 
too true t too truib ! TOO TRUE ! This attorney 
has watohed your agent's eonduet olosely, and he 
believes him to be one of the .worst men he ever 
knew — although his business has eaused him to be- 
eome acquainted with many very bad men; one 
utterly lost to every feeling of pity, merey, or oom- 
passion ; one wholly unserupulous, unprineipled, and 
relentless ; one who takes positive pleasure in drag- 
ging helpless persons to prison, in ruining their 
prospeets for life, and in utterly destroying the 
happiness of their families and relatives. 

Let me eall your attention to a f ew oases where 

your agent and your Soeiety have proseeuted and 

perseeuted eieellent and honorable physieians who 

have had the independenee ahd publie spirit to give 

physiologieal' trtiths to the people not partieularly 

approved by the aristoeratio medieal sehools and 

eolleges, whioh form as powerf ul a ring or monopoly 

as exists in railroading, banking, insuranee, omee 

holding, and theology. It is getting to be pretty 

well known that a physieian, however ekillful, who 

attempts to do an independent business and does not 

aoknowledge the power and supremaoy of the author- 

ized medioal sehools is tabooed, f rowned upon, and 

erushed. If he atteinpts to give medieal inf orma- 

tion and physiologieal truths to the masses without 

the approval of the big professors and medieal aris- 

toerats, he stands little better ehaneo of finding a 

elear field for the dissemination of his knowledge 

than an unauthorized teaeher in theology, in either 

the Oatholio or Protestant ehurehes, who f ails to re- 

oeive the sanetion of the bishop, the Presby tery, the 

Synod, the Oouneil, or the Conference. Oomstoek 
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seems to be jaat as ready to proseoule and imprison 
in favor of orthodoxy in medieine as in theology, 
and eome of hia biiterest perseeutiono have been in 
tbis direetion. He has said tbat phyeioiogy belonged 
only to the medieal sehools and should not be sent 
indiseriniinately to the people. He has said that 
works on physiology should not pass through the 
publie mails ; these w'orks he has pouneed upon as 
being obseene ; be bas so: eharged them, and, under 
bis miserable obseenity laws and by the aid of the 
United States eourts, be has proseeuted the authors 
and dealers in them, eaused them to be sent to 
prison, and heayily fined. I will but bHefly mention 
two or three eases. 

Dr. E.C. Abby is a resident of Buffalo, N. Y.,. 
and is a gentleman of intelleetual ability and moral 
worth. He graduated in in 1861, thus baving been 
a member of the medieal fraternity for nearly the 
fifth of a eentury. He is a member also of the 
Masonio order and e'njoys an excellent reputation 
among a wide eirele of iacquaintances. >A few years 
ago he deoided to pubUsh a work on tbe sexuai sys- 
tem and its derangements: Sexual diseases had been 
made a speoialty with; him, and be thought be pos- 
sessed inf ormation whioh tbe world ougbt to bave. 
He aeeordingly wrote it and bad it publisbed. It 
was not aeeepted by tbe medieal oolleges of the 
oountry, nor did they apprpye of sueh inf ormation 
being plaeed before the people in a popular form. 
l>efore tbe work was put in type, however, he eub- 
mitted tbe manuseript to tbe U. S. Distriet Attorney 
in his distriot, by wbom it was pronounoed legal and 
not in oonAiot witb tbe law. Af ter it was printed 
be submitted it to some of the ablest medieal ooun- 
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sol in the state of New York, as well as the best 
legal talent, ineluding the Hon. Daniel F. Day and 
others, who pronouneed it an excellent work, ealeu- 
lated to do mueh good, and unexceptional in a legal 
point of view. He had not the slightest wish to put 
forth an improper work, and he took extra pains to 
get the opinion of eompetent judges before present- 
ing it to the publie. Not a man eondemned it, not 
one thought it inamoral, indeeent, or obseene. A 
eopy of the work was laid before U. S. Oommis- 
sioner Fillraore, son of ex-President Millard Fill- 
more, and he saw nothing in it to eondemn. But 
your raan, Anthony Oomstoek, did see eomething in 
it that he eould not approve of ; it was giving 
information to the people that he Lad sworn should 
not be laid before tbem. He was determined that 
nothing treating npon the sexual part of our being 
should be allowed to pass freely to the masses. He 
knew it was not a work sent forth from an ortho- 
dox medieal sehool and he determined that it should 
be suppressed. His detective was set at work. De- 
eoy letters were sent, and a eopy of the work thus 
proeured through the mail. Dr. Abbey was arrested 
on a eharge of obseenity, and his books seized as 
obseene publieations, and this upon the mere dieta or 
whim of your Mr. Comstock. He seems to be the 
eensor of the Ameriean press and all the publieations 
of the eountry.. Whatever he regards as obseene 
must be so regarded by all, and who he says must go 
to prison must be sent there nolens volens. The liberty 
of having sueh an omeious ignoramus todeeide what 
the people of this eountry may read and what they 
roay not, what they inay send through the mails and 
what they may not, is hardly what our f oref athers 
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fought for when f reeing tbeniselves iromthetyranny 
of Great Britain. 

The wroug done to Dr. Abbey by seizing his 
books and holding them withont shadow of law, waa 
eontinued nearly three years. When he was brought 
before Judge Wallaee of the U. S. Distriet Court, 
he readily admitted having deposited tbe books in 
the mail, asserting at the same time that he was 
proud to do so, regarding it emphatieally as his 
right and duty. The jury that tried him were 
rather illiterate farmers fresb from their f arm-yards, 
and were hardly a eompetent body of men to judge 
of the merits of a work on semal diseases. By the 
proseeuting attorney reading to them a few isolated 
passages, here and there, they were made to believe 
that the vaiuable yolume was indeeent and obseene, 
and as the ease was given to them late on Saturday 
night, they were anxious to go home and to not be 
eompelled to remain in the eourt-house over Sunday, 
sos they pretty easily agreed to a verdiet of guilty 
against the dootor. It was a great mistake of opin* 
ion- and was subversive of the very prineiples of 
Anierioan liberty. The Dootor was earnestly desir» 
ous of benefiting his fellow-beings, and an ignorant 
deteetive and ignoraut jury pronouneed him guilty 
of orime/ His sentenee,however, was light, and was 
never earried out. Dr. Abbey, af ter being subjeeted 
to immenee annoyanee, eipense, and disgraee, was 
^Uowed to be a free man again. , But Oomstoek ean 
point his finger at this man and say u he is a eon* 
vict." 

Another ease is that of Dr. : E. B. Foote, Sr., of 
this eity, author of "Plain Home Talk and Medieal 
Oommon Sense," "Soienee in Story," and other 
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valuable medieal worka. Tbe first work named has 
been sold to the extent of hundreds of thousands, 
and has gone into all parts of the eountry. It has 
given great 6atisfaction from the valuable informa- 
tion it imparts and for the good it has done, Dr. 
Foote's name is eherished in not less than a hundred 
thousand families, and his remedies are held in high 
estimatioo. Ile is, in every respeet, a very worthy 
man, as I kno*r frora an intimate personal acquaint- 
anee. I have raet with few men in my life who had ' 
less disposition to barm their fellow-men or who had 
really aeeomplished hiore good to his suffering eoun- 
tryraen. I muoh doubt if he ever wronged a person 
in his life. But he is not a physieian of the regular 
allopath sehool, he is not recognized by the regulars 
of the eity, and they have been jealous of the popu- 
larity he has gained and of the sueeess he has 
achieved. Oorastook was just the man to bring hira 
into serious trouble. The Doetor had a very smali 
pamphlet gotten up to answer the numerous ques- 
tions that are propounded to physieians by their 
patients every day; When the questions, or a part 
of them, were asked, instead of being obliged to 
answer them all by writing, he inelosed one of these 
emall pamphiets in a sealed envelope and sent it as 
first-class mail matter, • Ih this way nobody was 
harmed, and the most>valuabie information trans- 
mitted to those by whom it was desired. The patn- 
phlet eontained not a word that was improper, not a 
sentenee that breathed an impure spirit; The infor- 
mation it oontains is valuabie and sueh as ought to 
be possessed by every adult throughout the land. 

Oomstoek wrote a deeoy letter r in the name of 
Mrs. Semler, Chicago, asking eertain questions, or 
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ealling for the little pamphlet, and it was sent. For 
this simple aet, whieh every pbysieian in the land 
has a perfect right to perform, the United States 
Government, at the heek and eall of your Soeiety 
and at the immediate instigation of Anthony Com- 
stoek, arrested this man and held him ander heavy 
bail, the sa meas though he had eommitted a heinous 
erime. His ease, after being eontinued two or three 
terms, was tried in the United States Oireuit Court 
in June, 1875, where, by the willing testimony of 
Oomstoek, tbe pleading of a salaried attorney, and 
the seyere rulings of a }udge who, it would seem, 
should be more intent on seeuring the great' prinei- 
ple of individual right than trying to eonyiet 
every ease whieh eomes before him, this excellent 
man was convicted of sending obseene matter 
through the mails, for whieh the }udge, who should 
have been a merciful judge, fined him $3,600. Tho 
eosts of the ease, attorneys' fees, ete, made the 
expense of the suit over $5,000, and the damage to 
the Doetor's business was more than $25,000, whilo 
the poignant sorrow and intense grier whieh, by this 
eruel proseeution, was earried to the hearts of a 
loving wife, an aged, fond mother, and a devoted 
family eannot be estimated by dollars and eentP, 
and no amount of money ean ever heal the wounds 
thus ruthlessly inflicted. 

A greater outrage was never eommitted on a 
worthy citizen. A skillful and eonsoientious physi- 
eian, for proseeuting his perfectly legitimate busi- 
ness and for transmitting under the sanetity of a 
sealed letter sueh information as any physieian in 
the land werald be perfectly justified in giving, was 
treated like a eriminal, his family thrust into the 
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deepest grief, and his prospeets f or lif e nearly ruined. 
Still the vile domstoek, who, in his whole body, has 
not the honor and true manhood eontained in the 
Doetor's little finger, denounees this worthy man as 
" a convict," thus trying to pile insult apon injury. 

It is mournful to see a Soeiety like yours, whieh 
elaims to be a moral, Ohristian soeiety, organized 
for the suppression of vice, lend itself to the eom- 
mission of sueh Aagrant wrongs as this ease presents, 
and it is still more mournful to see the great Gov- 
ernment of the United States so willingly lend itself, 
its eourts, and judges to hunt down innoeent men 
simply beeause your Soeiety points them out and 
denounees them as eriminals. If there is any justico 
in this eountry, and if wrongs are ever righted, the 
Government, or the members of your Vico Soeiety, 
should be made to repair the injury done to this 
man. I hope some time in the near future to seo 
this matter tested. When sueh huge wrongs are 
eommitted, somebody ought to be responsible. 

Physieians in St. Louis, Indianapolis and other 
plaees have been treated by your agent in a similar 
manner, but want of room preeludes the mention of 
their eases in detail here. I raay with propriety 
brietly allude to the arrest of Dr. Sara B. Chase by 
your agent for selling a simple female syringe, de- 
signed expressly to promote eieanliness and health, 
and similar to what thousands of druggists all over 
the eountry aro selling overy day ; how he wrote 
deeoy letters to her in the name of a tletilious Mrs. 
Farnsworth, how he visited her with a lie in his 
mouth ; how he eoarsely arrested her, confraed her- 
self and attendants in one of the rooms of her 
house while he and several men overhauled her writ- 
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ing desk, private papers and letters, her priyate 
elosets and under-elothing, and then forced her like 
a eriminal to prison, seriously damaging her reputa- 
tion in the eity and ruining a prosperous, legitimate 
business. A greater wrong was done to this lady by 
your agent than he will ever bo able to atone for ; 
the vindictiveness with whieh he followed her up 
even after the grand jury digmissed her ease, by 
trying to thrust his testimony before other grand 
juries, even in opposition to the judgment and wish 
of the proseeuting attorney, received the just eon- 
demnation of the Judge as well as of the Tribune 
and other eity papers. 

In the domain of art, Mr. Comstock has shown 
little more diseretion or gentlemanly bearing than in 
other direetions, but the same eoarse, overbearing, 
tyrannieal demeanor to every ono who has the least 
love for liberty and self-supervisioii. Ilis eonduet 
in reference to the Hans Makart pieture is still fresh 
in the minds of the publie. The pieture was a eopy 
of the eelebrated painting whieh attraeted sueh a 
large share of attention in the Paria Exposition of 
the past year. The subject of the pieture is the tri- 
umphal entry of Oharles V. into Antwerp ? and two or 
three partly nude, but perfectly ehasto, iigures are 
presented. This pieture had been on exbibition at 
tho pieture store of Wm. Sehaus, and anotber one at 
Westei-man'a book store, where thousands of admir- 
ing beholders have studied thera with pleasure. 
When, howeyer, Mr. Hope, a Fulton 6t. raerehant, 
bought the pieture and plaeed it in his window your 
man Oomstoek took the notion into his head that it 
was an obseepe pieture and tl^at it must be sup- 
pressed, He ordered Mr. Hope, in a peremptory 
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manner, to remove the pioture f rom his window or 
he, Conistock, would arrest himfor obseenity. Thus 
the pieture, upon whieh, as a work of art, hundreds 
of thousands in Europe and Ameriea had gazed with 
a high degree of pleasure, your agent pronouneed an 
indeeent pieture, and, on pain of arrest, eommanded 
1 hat it be removed from publie obseryation. It is 
not strange that the papers of this eity, and in fact 
all over the eountry, eried out against this vandal 
outrage ; and it is well that the active man of your 
Soeiety learned a littld diseretion for onee, and did 
not arrest Mr. Hope. 

On one oeeasion Mr. Com&tock is said to have 
ealled at Messrs. Knoedler & Co.'s, 22d st. and 5th 
avenue, and bought a photograph of a modern 
French pioture on whieh nude figures were repre- 
sented ; he demanded a bill of sale, and then, in hig 
usual authoritative manner, ordered Mr. Knoedler to 
sell no more of those pieture or he would arrest him. 
It is needless for me to inform you that tho publiea- 
tions of this house are of the highest eharaeter. 

At another time Mr. Comstock ealled upon C. T. 
Hooper, pieture dealer, in NassaU etreet, and 
ihreatened arrest and seizure 6n aeeount of the ex- 
posure of a large, fine-line engraving of " Printemps, ,, 
by Cot, a French artist of great ability ; and also 
one of " Faun8 and Satyr," by Bougereau. The first 
pieture is from the original in possession of John 
Wolfe of Fifth avenue, whieh oeeupied a plaee 
of honor in the Salon of 1873 and also was the prin- 
eipal attraetion in the Loan £xhibition of November 
last. Mrs. A. T. Stewart owns a eopy, ordered from 
the artist by her late husband, and a well-known 
eolleetor ih Philad^lphia has seoured a eopy. The 
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" Fauns and Satyr " is also in tbe possession of Mr. 
Wolfe. The photographs and engravings of them 
have been soid very extensiveiy and aro to be found 
in many of the best homes in ihis eountry and Eng- 
land. Mr. Hooper, knowing his rights in the prem- 
ises, ordered Mr. Oomstoek from his store and 
foibado f urther interference f rom him. It would be 
well if every ono Comstock has attaeked and at- 
tempted to browbeat had been inelined to treat 
him in the same way. 

In a similar imperious manner has he suppressed 
the sale of photographs of " Powers' Greek Slave," 
upon whieh hundreds of thousands have gazed with 
rapture and the original of whieh is now in the resi- 
denee of Mrs. A. T. Stewart. Pietures of other stat- 
uary baye also been pouneed upon by Mr. Oomstoek 
under the eharge that they were " obseene." 

He has made himself very meddlesome with pho- 
tographers, interfering with their legitimate busi- 
ness, seizing and earrying off their stoek and appara- 
tus, without the least show of right or justice, 
beeause he found there eopies and negatives of 
elassie statuary. 

The ease of Mr. Weil is remembered by many. 
This gentleman was a photographer, pursuing a le- 
gitimate and honorable business, on Broadway, near 
Twelfth street. He was a quiet, well-disposed eiti- 
zen and indieated no inelination to violate either the 
laws of morality or of the eountry. Oomstoek or 
his assistant visited his gallery and asked for fancy 
pietures. Mr. Weil informed him that he kept 
nothing of the kind and had never made anything 
of the sort. Oomstoek wished to know if Mr. Weil 
would make some fanoy pietures f or him if he> Com- 
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stoek, would f urnish the negatives and was answered 
emphatieally, " No." Oomstoek in peering around 
the gallery discovered a pieture Mr. Weil had taken 
of his own little boy in undre s; tbis Comstock pro- 
nouneed " obseene," and made it the proyoeation f or 
seizing a quantity of Mr. Weil's negatives and other 
stoek and earrying theni off and submitting him to 
not a little trouble and espense. . r 

The reeital of similar eases eould be eontinued at 
great length, but enough has been repeated to show 
you and any fair-minded person that Mr. Oomstoek 
is an unfit eensor of the fine arts, and tbat his man- 
ner is eoarse, domineering, and offensive. He is not 
the person to perform the work of a strietly moral, 
upright soeiety. 

It is toward publieations of Freethought and what 
is ealled Freelove that Oomstoek has shown agreater 
amount of enmity, injustice, an3 eruelty than toward 
any other elass. His first attaek in this line was 
upon Mrs. Woodhull and her sister for publishing in 
her paper an aeeount of the "Brooklyn Seandal," 
whieh two or three years later every daily in the eity 
and hundreds of papers all over the eountry pub- 
lished far more freely and with perfect impunity. 
He eaused their imprisonment for many weeks ; 
stopped their paper, and subjected them to the loss 
of many thousands of dollars. Whether they were 
popular or not, whether their views were eorreet 
or not, is not pertinent to the ease ; they had their 
rights in this- eountry, and it was eruel and unjust 
for your agent to wrong them and oppress them. 

John A. Lant was another of liis victims — a poor 
printer, who eame here from Toledo, O., and who 
published a small Radieal pap^r, ealled the Toledo 
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Ain. For publishing a few paragraphs of matter, 
in perhaps questionable taste, but pot immoral or 

' obseene, Oomstoek eaused bis arrest, conviction, and 
sentenee to a fine of $200 and eigbteen months' im- 
prisonment. It was indeed a trivial offense for 
wbieb to tear a man from his wife and little ehildren 
wbo depended upon bim for their daily food, and 
to immure bim in prison witb thieyes and felons of 
all kinds. 

Ezra H. Hey wood is one of bis later victims. His 
offense was mailing a eopy of "Oupid's Yokes," 
a pamphlet of twenty pages, deyoted to an argument 
on tbe relations of tbe sexes. but wtiieh does not 
eontain an indeeent or improper word. By unheard- 
of rulings, and by tbe aetion of a deeply prejudiced 
eourt, he was eonyieted and senteneed to imprison- 
ment for two years. This was unquestionably one 
of tbe greatest outrages ever perpetrated upon 
an Ameriean citizen. Mr. Hey wood is a grad- 
uate of Brown University, and is a gentleman of 
refined feelings, strietly moral eharaeter, an4 far 
from being settsual or debased. His striet honesty 
is youebed for by all wbo are acquainted witb bim. 
He is radieal in bis views on eapital, labor, finance, 

' and interest, as well as on tbe questions of marriage 
and divorce. He bas published several pamphlets 
on these subjects, and in tbem be bas given bis 
bonest convictions, and with the very best motives. 
But for mailing a eopy of one of tbese pamphlets to 
a fictitious personage, in response to a deeoy letter, 
sent by your man Oomstoek, he was most eruelly 
and wrongfully forced from his wife and little babes 
and treated like a felon of tbe deepest dye. And 
this in free Oolumbia— proud Ameriea— the land of 
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the free and tbe home of the brave ! Can it be 
true that Ameriean freedom has degenerated to this, 
that a man eannot argue on any subjeot in the 
world, and give bis eon victions on the same ? Has 
not a man a right to advocate a fallacy, even ? Has 
it eome to this, that a raan must be sent to prison 
for telling what he tbinks, and forgiving reasons for 
what he believes ? Yes ; Ameriean liberty has de- 
seended just to that, nnder the influence of your Yioe 
Soeiety and the power vested in the hands of its 
agent, Anthony Oohistoek. 

In his pamphlet on marriage, divorce, and the 
relations of the sexes Mr. Hey wood's views may not 
be the eorreet ones. But who is going to deeide 
what a man's views must be on soeial questions any 
more than on politieal or theologieal ? Must not 
every man, in this eountry be leftfree to arrive at 
his own eonelusiond on all subjects ; and are the 
Amerioan people going to siibmit to being fined and 
imprisoned beeause their views on any subject do 
not just tally with what some theologieal sehool may 
hold to or »ome rieh, aristoeratio poeiety may pre- 
seribe ? Mr. Heywood sees great wrongs in soeiety 
as at present organized ; he sees a vast amount of 
nnhappine88, and wretehedness in the old marriage 
relation ; he sees that a ehange of some kind is 
needed before men and women will be as happy as 
they ought to be. He belieVes there is a better way 
of adjusting thesesexual rolations than has generally 
been pursued. He thinks he advocates a real rem- 
edy ; but he may be mistaken. The question is a 
live one and is bound to eome to the front for atten- 
tion in spite of Anthony Gomstoek or the reports of 
your Sooiety. It is a Bubjoct upon whieh mueh raust 
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be thought and said. Many will have their views 
and many will neeessarily havo to express them. 
The proper way will be to let every man have the 
freedom to give his views and show his reasons for 
them. Those that are sound may be aeeepted, 
those that are found uusound may be rejected. Let 
all be freo to express their minds and make their 
suggestions, whether wise or otherwise, and don't 
send them to prison for doing so. 

Two indietments are now resting upon myself for 
selling and mailing this identieal pamphlet, " Oupid's 
Yokes ;" for this, in two weeks or thereabouts, I am 
to be arraigned like a felon before the United States 
Distriet Court, and for this a prison eell is awaiting 
me ; for this you, your agent, and your Soeiety are 
endeavoring to erush me and ruin my business. 

In August, 1878, I attended a convention of lib- 
. eral-minded people held at Watkins, N. Y., and I 
took with me an asuortment of ray various publiea- 
tions with whieh to supply ray friends. Near my 
table Miss Josephine S. Tilton, sister of Mr. Hey- 
wood's wife, had an assortment of her brother-in- 
law's pamphlets endeavoring to oblain a little 
money to keep Mrs. Ileywood and her littla babes 
from starvation while the father was serving out 
his term in prison. I, of eourse, sympathized wiih 
Miss Tilton in her laudable endeavors. When she 
was neeessarily absent from her table, and some 
person wanted one of the pamphlets she had for 
sale, I handed him the same and gave the money to 
Miss Tilton upon her return. One young man made 
oath that I sold him a eopy of " Oupid's Yokes." 
Probably I did, and I had a perfect right to do so. 
For this I was arrested with three others and held 



JLN OPKN LBTTEB TO SAMUBL GOLGATE. 43 

to bail. !For this offense the grand jury of the 
eounty foutid a bill against me ; and for this I am 
yet under bonds, the ease not yet having been tried. 
I have the authority of Comstock's father that I am 
indebted to the son for this arrest, and that, at the 
eon's suggestion, the branoh of the Y. M. G. A. in 
Watkins oommenoed proseeution against me. One 
thing is eertain, the arrest and proseeution was 
planned and urged by theolergy and leading ohureh 
members of Watkins. 

I felt that I had done nothtng but what an Amer- 
ioan eitisen had a perfect right to do and that I had 
been wronged and outraged in the name of law. I 
resolved that I would matntain my rights ; and 
though I took . no speoial interest in " Oupid^s 
Tokes,' 9 and had, previous to that time, sold but a 
very few eopies of it, I would erereise my right, and 
6ell it, and send tt to any of my patrons who wished 
it. I announoed in my paper that I would do so. 
I aeeordingly sold tnany eopies of the pamphlet. 
Here was Oomstoek's opportunity. Baeked by in« 
etruction8 f rom your Sooiety — for his defenders say 
he begin8 no attaek upon any one save by authority— 
he wrote a deeoy letter to me in the name of G. 
Braokett, Granville, N. Y., sympathieing with me in 
the work in whieh I am engaged, and ordering a 
eopy of " Oupid's Yokes n and two other books. 
The order was filied in good faith, preeisely as any 
other bookseller would have done. For this you 
and others seek to deprive me of my property, my 
liberty, and my rtghts as a citizen. I sold a little 
work far less objeotionable than hundredd of others, 
and one with whieh my own feelings are not fully 
in sympathy, as every bookseller in the eottntry 
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does, There is not a dealer in books in Ameriea 
who f nlly eoineid^s with all the books he sells, but 
he sells them beeanse his patrons want them and 
beoause he has a perfeet right to sell them. I have 
just done this — no more and no less. Thousands of 
people have read the pamphtet < who have been 
nnable to find the first word of obseenity or inde- 
eeney in it. Many think it a very meritorons little 
work, while others disagree with some of its senti» 
ments and teaehings, but not on the ground of any 
indeeeney of language. Many esperts in literature 
have read it carefully, and have been unable to liiui 
anything in it ealoulated to injure anybody, aud 
nothihg for whieh a person should be sent to prison 
for reading, for owning, for selling, or for mailing. 
It would seem that a jury eould hardly be found in 
this eity who would send.a man to prison for selling 
so harmless a little produetion. Among the many 
thousands who have read the little pamphlet, I do 
not believe one has received the slightest injury. I 
have never heard of a single ease. It was not writ- 
ten to exoite passion but to elieit thought. It ia not 
a pamphlet the young would read, being dry aiui 
prosy. But when it is remembered that your 
Soeiety boasts that of tha two hundred and iiity 
eases that have been proseeuted but twelve have 
eseaped conviction, it is a diseouraging outlook 
for your humble serrant. I feel, however, that I 
have oommitted no offense against the laws of mo- 
rality or the statutes of the eountry. I await my 
fate with full confidence in my innoeenee and buoyed 
up with the hope that I may have a fair and just 
trial and that' the heavy. hand of oppression may 
not be plaood upon me beeause I have had the 
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konesty to aeknowledge to holding unpopular opin» 
ions and have been true tb my convictions. • / 

In mentioning tlie eases of arrest and' proseeution 
by your soeiety, or by your agent, I have named but 
a small number of them, I might have ealled atten- 
tion to the cases'of Charles Maokey, James Sullivan, 
John Manning, Hunter'& Co., David Massey, Dr. J. 
Bott, Mr. Kendall, Dn • William Morrison, • Edgar 
W. Jones, Edward W. Baxter, Madam Restell, / and 
twohundred or more of others whd have experienced 
the great unhappiness of being arrested and.perse- 
euted by your agent, but a oonsideratioh of rall 
tbese eases, even brie.iy, ^would eonsume too mueh 
time and room. Some of them doubtless were not 
innoeent of all offense, but the most of them'had not 
oommitted eueh wrongs as iriade the prison the best 
plaee for them, and very few of the number were 
guilty of reai obseenity. In most eases, their of- 
fenses were unduly magnified, ahd their punishment 
was out of proportion to their offenses. .. > . ' t r . 

As a speeimen of your agent's true eharaeter, allow 
me to make a brief allusion to the very disreputable 
business, whieh he was guilty of, of indueing with 
money and persuasioh three frail young women to 
exhibit their riakedness f or an hour and & qttarter 
before himself and five other men. : This was dotie at 
224 Greene street, on the 14th of June, 1878, aswas 
proved by sworn testimony in one of our eourts of 
justice. It was a deeply disgraceful affair; and it is 
dinieult to think you or your soeiety should have 
ever ordered sueh & shameful transaetioni But he 
says, the Rev. Joseph Oook says, aud I believe you 
aiso said, that Mr. Oomstoek eommenees operations 
against no person except by the advioe and author- 
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ity of your Sooiety. If that statement is true, yon 
and your brother members in your Soeiety must 
share with Gomstook in the damnable disgraee eon- 
neeted with that de&pieable affair. At all eveuts, 
this mueh is true, the facts of the dirty busineas 
have been brought to your knowledge, and you still 
■ oommend him and his eonduet, both in publie and 
private. It is difficult to see how you ean eseape 
the ignominy whieh justly rests on him. Had I been 
guilty of sueh vile eonduet, I eould not blame you 
for seeking to send me to prison, and eould not nay 
I did not riehly deserye it. It eertainly was a tbou- 
sand times worse than selling a eopy of ' : Cupid's 
Yokes." 

As an instanee of the hypoerisy and foulness of 
Gomstoek's eharaeter, it is only neoessary to oall 
your attention to a dirty game of his played in the 
autumn of 1877. In the Waverly Magazine for No- 
yember 10, appeared an advertisement of this kind : 
" To Spobts. — An elegant book will be sent on re- 
eeipt of fifty oents. Address J. G. Phillips, Box 
49, Squan Village, N. J." The advertisement was 
shown to me as Gomstook's. I was the more inelined 
to think it Gomstoek's by its hailing from Squan 
Yillage, Gomstoek'e eountry residenee. It was f rom 
Squan Yillage that he sent a deeoy letter to Iley- 
wood ; it was from Squan Yillage that he sent his 
deeoy letter to E. W. Jones ; it was f rom Squan Vil- 
lage that he sent a deeoy letter to Dr. Wm. Morri- 
sou ; and it was from Squan Yillage that he sent a 
deeoy letter to myself. I deoided to test the matter 
as to whether it was Gomstoek advertising. I in- 
duoed a f riend to send for one of the books. He 
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did so, giving his middle name instead of hU snr- 
name. He sent a registered letter. 

In a short time the registered letter reeeipt was 
returned,bearing the signature of J. G. Pbillip*, and 
soon eame to my f riend's address a eopy of the New 
Testament — a very eheap London edition — and on 
the wrapper was a small eard giving the address of 
150 Nassau st.— the headquarters for your Soeiety 
and Oomstoek's omee. This was f ollowed by a pai t 
of a very filthy book ealled "Pleasing Memoh'K," 
with a eiit of the most indeeent and obseene eharae- 
ter. Remember, the book was ordered in a namt 
that had never been given to any other person aiui 
had not been used on any other oeeasion. The regis- 
tered-letter reeeipt eame to that address, the Testa- 
ment, bearing the number pf Oomstoek's omee, waa 
sent to that address, and the nasty, obseene book 
was sent to the same address. These facts unmis- 
takably eonneet the sending of eaeh with Oomslook. 
Besides, I sent a person over to Squan Yillagu to 
learn of the postmaster there who was the owner 
of box 49. He learned that that box was Oomstoek's, 
and that Anthony Oomstoek, J. G. Phillips, E. E<Jge- 
well, S. Bender, and Ella Bender were all one and tho 
same person. This sending of obseene books by the 
active agent of your Soeiety for the Suppression of 
Yiee is most disgraceful and reprehensible. Ho is 
indeed a pretty sort of man to be inspeetor and 
judge over other people's morals and to be able to 
send them to prison on his unsupported testiraony. 

I have said but little about Jos. A. Britton, alias 
Cohen, alias Andrews, alias Levy, Gomstoek's aid 
and assistant, aed who f or five years has been in the 
employ and seryiee of your soeiety. I only repeat 
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what ib well known when I say he is lost to all that 
is honorable, manly, and virtuous, that he ia a 
gambler, that he visits plaees of vice and degrada- 
tion, that he takes women of low eharaeter to drink- 
ing plaees, that he has attempted on many oeeasions 
to sell vile and infamous books, that he is not only a 
notoriou9 liar, but has several times eommitted per- 
jury. These are somewhat heavy eharges, Mr. Col- 
gate, against one of your agents, but th'ey ar»$ truo 
and ean easily be proved. You have only'to te.st 
the thing if you wish the proof to be fortheomlng. 
There are many in the eity who understand tho 
young man pretty well. If you are eurious to know 
more about him than you do, I would reeommend 
you to inquire of M. Sullivan,the paper dealer, and 
Dr. Mitehell on Frankfort street. They ean, if they 
wish, give you damaging laets as to the man'd vt1o 
oharaeter. His eonduet at Ne w Can aan, Co n n . , abou t 
a year ago, where he went to play the part of a Bpy, 
and where he told falsehoods, got dnink, and as^o- 
oiated with females of low eharaeter, are well re- 
membered. Still he is a member of a Christian 
ohuroh in this eity, and is anaeting, salaried agent 
of your Soeiety for the Suppression of Vioe, t6 do 
yonr dirty work. - 

Comstock is no better. Like master like raan. 
He is guilty of more erimes than ought to dtagraeo 
the blaekest eharaeter of any et^e-prison cbnviet. 
There is believed to be nothing mean, low, and dis- 
honorable that he will not resort to to get an unfor- 
tunate man into deep trouble. He is perfectly 
nnserupulous and relentless. There are a number of 
men in this eity and elsewhere who are ready to 
niake Oath in any oourt of justioe that he perjured 
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himself in seeuring their eonyietion*. This is the 
man who is trying to send me to prison; this is the 
ma?\ you uphold and defend, and this is the man 
whom sueh elergymen as «Toseph Cook, Parson 
Newman, and the Rey.Mr. Oourtney exalt to the 
position of a saint, and some of them even liken to 
Jesus Ohrist. . 

It may be thought I speak extravagantly, but 
every word is true,, Every eharge oan be austained 
by proof in any eourt in this eity. It is very easy 
for you and «Toseph Cook to say these eharges are 
false and that you have adyised him not to reply 
, to them. , Probably it is the easier and the wiser 
, eourse. There are many things easier to keep 
silent about than to disproye. If I have libeled your 
agent it is not dimeult tp make it appear by bring- 
ing me, on a eharge of libel, before a eourt of jus* 
tiee. If that is done, and I do not sueeeed in proving 
one of the blaekest eharaoters against him that ever 
disgraeed a human being, then, I am mueh mistaken. 
And this is ,the man whose, unsupported word has 
sent many a person, better than himself, to an igno- 
minious prison and damned their reputation for life. 
This is the man who has eommitted greater wrongs 
upon individual rights and personal liberty, probably, 
than any other individual in the United States. 
Still you empioy him to do the very eontemptible 
business he is doing ; you approye of what he has 
done, and thereby make yourself a sharer in hU 
guilt. In my humble opinion, yourself and the 
others who hire him and pay him to deprive people 
of their rights ought to be made amenable for tlie 
outrages he eommits. If a man keeps a vicibus dog 
whioh kills other pedple's sheep, and attaoks and 
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tears even little ehildren, and the fact of the dog'a 

eonduet is brought to his knowledge, law and jus- 

tiee hold that man aeeountable for the outrages his 
dog eommits. It ought to be so in this ease. 

It may be thought I am vindictive, but I trust I 

am not governed by so mean a spirit. I f eel that 

the truth ought to be told about the man your 

Soeiety has under pay for doing the meanest aets a - 

being was ever guilty of, and I am resolved I will 

speak out if I go to prison to-morrow in consequence. 

That man has done me irreparable injury. I was 

peaeeably and honestly pursuing a legal and legiti- 

mate business. He preferred false and disgraceful 

oharges against me. He dragged me off to prison, 

or as far towards it as ho was able to take me. He 

eaused false and damaging eharges to be published 

against me in the papers of the eity and to be tele- 

graphed all over the eountry. He has seized my 

goods, without right or justice. He has earried them 

off and never returned them. He has tried to destroy 

my business. He has ordered my printers, on pain 

of imprisonment, to print no more papera for me. 

He has threatened the News Gompany with pros- 

eoution if they sold my papers. He has threat- 

ened a news-dealer selling my publioations — Paine's 

Works, Ingersoll's Leetures, ete. — with arrest if he 

offered them for sale again. He has falsely aeensed 

me of forgery. He has falsely aoeused me of 

obseenity. He has followed me with vindictive 

hate. He is trying to deprive me of my property, 

my liberty, and my reputation. He has visited upon 

me repeated arrests, and in a few days I am, at his 

instanee, to be brought before one of the highest 

eourts of the land to defend myself aa a eriminal 
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against his false and disgraceful eharges. Is it 
strange that I feel impelled to speak the truth abont 
him ? I* it strange that I hold up his real eharaeter 
to publie view ? I am foreed to do it in self-defense. 
It is he who began the eondiet, not I. I am only 
defending my inaliernble rights. 

I understand the disadvantages I labor nnder. Ile 
is ealled a Christian. I am ealled an Intidel. He 
has at his baek your Soeiety, eomposed of rieh and 
honorable (?) men, the Young Men's Ohristian Asso- 
eiation — representing millions of dollars — the Chris- 
tian ehureh, and last of all, and most to be deplored, 
the Government o( tha United States. I have a few 
friend8, without intluenee. It is a foregone eonelu- 
sion on the part of your Soeiety and your agent that 
I am to be erushed. The false pretext of obseenity 
is to be pressed against me, and I am to be sent to 
a felon's prison. This is the programme that has 
been marked out and it remains to be seen whether 
ju$tice has departed from this eountry or not If I 
eould believe that Joshua stopped the motion of the 
heavenly bodies, that Elijah was taken up bodily 
into heaven in a whirlwind and a ehariot of fire, 
that three young men were east without harm into a 
fiery furnace seven times hotter than ever, if I eould 
believe that Jonah swallowed the whale, and all tbe 
rest of it, or would only pretend that I believed all 
these, I would not be troubled by your man Com- 
stoek. I eould sell " Oupid's Yokes " and the "Open 
Letter " to my heart's eontent, and no United States' 
marshal would be sent after me to drag roe to 
prison. But for being true to myself, and taking 
the unpopular side of theologieal questions, I am to 
be hanted down like a dog and thrown into a loath- 
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somepriaon. You, Mr. Oolgate, are aiding in this 
pursuit against me. My enemies are numerous and 
powerful. May I eseape their toils, and remain a 
free man yet a few more years when my body will 
be eonsigned to mother earth ! 

Yes, it is the saddest part of this grim farce that 
pur 6overnment is made a party to it, and that its 
onieers should, at the beek and eall of sueh a man as 
Comstock, hunt down and ruin well-disposed people. 
Your agent, baeked by your Soeiety, the Y. M. C. A., 
and the iniluenee of the Christian ehureh, aided by a 
bagful of srautty pietures, proeured the passage of 
what is ealled the Comstbok Postal law, by whieh 
eertain mail iiiatter is deelared not to be mail matter, 
and not to be earried or delivered by any postmaster, 
deputy, or letter-earrier ; thus making the people's 
mails subject to eensorship and inspeetion on tho 
grpund of morality, deeeney, ete, and this is appli- 
eable to every postmaster, elerk, and letter-earrier 
who handles mail matter; for how ean they tell that 
matter is not mailable, or not deliverable, unless it is 
inspeeted. 

In this very partieular ybur agent aeeomplished a 
greater wrong than he has been able to do in any 
other way. He subverted the rule under whioh our 
6overnment was established and under whieh it 
prospered for nearly one hundred years. His law 
bas given power to post-onlee elerks and onieials to 
iuspeet the mails for its morality, or its immorality, 
and to throw it out though duly and legally stamped. 
lt makes a direot attaek upon the freedom of the 
press, for any law whieh establishes a eensorship of 
the produets pf the press is a positiye attaek upon 
it, and may ultimately erush it. It has made the 
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. sending by mail of eertain matter pnnishable by 
beavy fines and imprisonment, wben all tbe otber 
ayenues are left open for its transmission. It gives 
to judges and juries tbe power to send persbns io 
prison f or an offense that bas not been defined, and 
wbieh ean be eonstrued and stretebed to fit suen a 
oase as mine. In view of tbis fact you and your 
agent felt impelled a year ago to announee to ybur 
soeiety and thereby to the publk? that " Freetbought 
and Freelove publieations would soon be stamped 
out." It was beoause you were able to eount upon 
tbe Governmentof tbe United States, in the eapaeity 
of a polioe eourt, to seeond your efforts tbat you 
tbouget you eould erueh and imprison any one wbo 
does not enuneiate sueh doetrines as you and your 
Soeiety see nt to demand. 

Yes, it is a sad fact that the great and proud 
Government of the United States has eonstituted 
itself a detective and poliee force to hunt dbwn tbose 
who are sending improper books and pietures tbrohgh 
the mails, and those who are reeommending means 
to prevent eoneeption, whetber by tbe use of vase- 
line, syringes, or any otber artiele. Is tbat really 
the business for whieh this Government was founded? 
Would it not be enough to make Washington, Jeff- 
erson, and Adams smile with a gbastiy, grim pmile 
eould they see Goyernment employees bunting 
through the mail-bags to see whether the niatier the 
people stamp and deposit there possesses the proper 
moral and deeent qualities to eonstitute leg&lmail mat- 
ter; and also Government onieials and agents drag- 
ging off to prison some man or woman who had sold 
or reeommended a syringe, an onnee of sulpkate of 
Ssine, or two ounees of yaseline? I tell you, Mr. 
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Oolgate, the enaetraent of that law was a great mis- 
take. The duties of the general Governraent do not 
lie in that direetion at all. The punishment for all 
offenses recognized by state laws belong exclusively 
to the states. The province of the general Govern- 
roent does not legitimately eonsist in playing the 
spy nor hunting down and punishing individuals for 
any opinions they may hold. ' Attorney - General 
Devens was quite right in saying, when writing to 
a friend, touehing this ease of mine, " This eharge 
against Bennett should be tried in the eourts of the 
state. The general Government has nothing to do 
with it," or words to that effect. It is most ^true. 
The punishing of obseenity properly belongs to tho 
states, tho same as lareeny, libel, forgery, perjury, 
arson, manslaughter, and murder. The general Gov- 
ernment has nothing to do with either. It is not 
responsible for the morals or the opinions of indi- 
yiduals. 

Still, Oomstoek's greatest yietories over the rights 
of persons have been in the United States eourts. 
You know yourself, and the fact has been ineluded 
in the annual reports of your Soeiety, that more than 
ninety per eent of tbe convictions in Oomstoek's 
proseeutions — unjust ones, too — have been in the 
United States eourts. Its marshals, attorneys, eora- 
missioners, and judges have been dragooned into tlie 
seryiee of Oomstoek and his dirty work until the 
eourts of our great eountry have been justly styled 
" The Ameriean Inquisition." And a eertain elass 
of men like Joseph Cook think it belongs to 
the United States to proseeute obseenity eases be- 
eauso the mails may he used in its service. IIo 
said, with a great Aourish, the other night, when 
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your Soeiety held its fifth annual meeting, and he 
was the prinoipal speaker, "There are no state 
mail8 ! How ean the etate proseeute these eases ?" 
The state ean proseeute the eireulation of obseenity, 
however effected — whether by mail, express, rail- 
road, steamboat, horsebaek, mulebaek, in the poekets 
of men and women, or in any other t onceivable way. 
The 8tateequally furnishes no express eompanies, no 
freight lines, no steamboats, no printing establisb- 
ments, no stores, no indiyiduals to produee or eireu- 
late obseene publieations, yet it surely bas the 
ability to punish obseenity where any of these agen- 
eies are employed in issuing or eireulating it. Until 
the states are proved ineompetent to punish these 
offenses the general 6overnment had botter keep 
its"handsoff." 

And I eall upon you, Mr. Oolgate, to bear me 
witness in the statement that the great bulk of 
really obseene publieations — f ully nine-tenths of it — • 
was driven from this market before the Oomstoek 
postal laws of 1873 were passed and before the 
eourts of the United States were subomed into the 
obseenity erusade. It was easily aeeomplished and 
with very little expense to the state. No heavy 
trials, no long imprisonments, no great oppression to 
individuals were neeessary. A few seizures and a 
few simple arrests were all that was neeessary, and 
very little really obseene matter has been in the 
market sinee. You made this truth elear when you 
said in the last publie meeting of your soeiety, that 
" no obs^ene books are being printed or eireulated" 
But this fact, My Dear Sir, as I said, is not due to the 
United States postal law, to Judge Benediet, to the 
United States eourts, to your Soeiety, nor to the 
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eipenditure of the $40,000 or $50,000 whieh your 
Soeiety has used in proseeuting onu hundred and 
fifty comparatively harmless individuals and in 
making five times as many more intensely wretehed 
rnd unhappy. 

It does seem to me, Mr. Oolgate, that there has 
been no real neeessity for the existence of your Soei- 
vty,nor forkeeping two agents empioyedat high sal- 
aries to arrest people for dealing in obseenity, when 
you yourself admit there is little or none to deal in ; 
when there has not been for several years ; and if 
there were, the regular poliee force of the eity and 
eountry are fully able to eombat it. Ten or fifteen 
years ago there was a good deal of the vile stuff sold 
in this market, but this state of things grew out of 
a general laxity and indifference on the part of those 
who should have been more watchful ; but when a 
slight effort was mado to get rid of the offensive 
trash, how easily it was aeeomplished, and without 
any United States laws or United States marshals or 
eourts. Your agent, it is true, yearly puts out a re- 
port of the tons of obseene matter he seizes as he 
did in the Roehester ease in November last ; but 
you must yourself know that these representations 
are untrue. They are all about as false as that in 
reference to the Roehester advertising doetor. His 
'* million8 of obseene eireulars " had not an obseene 
word in them and eontained not oven one obseene 
allusion. He professed to sell a preparation to 
prevent eoneeption. You have done the same. 
It would be just as true, and equally as just, for Com- 
stoek to have seized a million of your pamphlets as 
obseene publieations, and have published to your 
Sooiety and to the world that five eart-loads of 
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obseene pamphlets, eosting $1,000 had been seized 
f rom a John-streetr firm dealing in obseene literature. 
Had sue.h a eourse been pursued towards yourself, 
you probably would have been better abie to appre- 
eiate the eruelty and injustice of that kind of busi- 
ness than you are at present. You are asked to 
notiee that there is not a vast amount of difference 
between the offense of the Boehester dootor and 
that of yourseif. You are advertising and selling 
an artiele reeommended, when oombined with a eer- 
tain aeid, f or preventing eoneeption by destroy ing the 
spermatozoa, while the Roehester man elairas to do 
the same thing by eheeking or preventing ovulation. 
If his proeess or elaim is any raore obseene or 
immorai than the one you advertised, I am unable to 
see it. He may be more of a eharletan than your- 
self or Dr. DuBois, but eharletanry is not a felony. 
Many sensible people are able to eomprehend the 
propriety of eheeking over-population, and the two 
large addition to poor men's families, by prudential 
preventive measures. Oelibaey, eontinenee, and ehas- 
tity are effective in this direetion ; and there are 
also other means preseribed entirely harmless ih 
their nature, but all are. eriminal aeeording to Com- 
stoek's law, and by that law the United Siates bffi- 
eers are required to hunt down and imprison persons 
who publish and send through the mails a book or 
an advertisement that gives the slightest informa- 
tion as to how sueh a desirable object may be 
effected. 

Mueh of the loud elaims whieh Mr. Comstock has 

• • .... 

made about vast amounts of obseenity seized, and 
dealers in obseenity arrested and convicted, wheri 
sifted down to the real truth are mueh like thii 
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Roehester ease, totally without foundation in truth. 
The big stories about the tons of obseene publiea- 
tions with whioh our sebools and seminaries are 
deluged, whieh Oomstoek and Joseph Cook delight 
in telling to old women of both sexes, are nearly all 
untrue. The eharges of this kind whieh Oomstoek 
lant year brought against the Brooklyn sehools were 
pronouneed by the superintendent utterly fa1se. The 
same is true in nearly all the eases with whieh the 
publio ear has been tired. The facts have been 
grossly exaggerated. But even if some fool should 
deeide to spend thousands of dollars in getting up 
vile publieations to send gratis to sehools and aeade- 
mies, or if some villain should be wieked enough to 
earry out sueh a senseless seheme, how easy it would 
be for tho teaehers of the sehools to frustrate the 
diabolieal work by examining the mail matter of their 
pupils before it is turned over to seholars. This is so 
easy of aeeomplishment that V seems unneeeessary 
to attaek and break down the very prineiples of a 
free press and free mails under the pretense of pro- 
teeting sehool ehildren. The little ehildren of eourse 
have their rights, but Ameriean citizens have theirs 
also ; and it seems a great pity that the rights of 
the entire eountry should be destroyed upon false 
premises and false representations. The Methodist 
was eorreet when it said that an infringement of the 
rights of the people and of free mails was a greater 
evil, even, than the eireulation of vile Hterature, and 
that "the remedy is worse than ihe diseaso." This 
question never should bd lost sight of, whether 
any supposed benefit that is gained by the sae- 
rifice of the highest prinoiples of liberty, and the 
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people's dearest rights, may not eost more than it is 
worth. It is bonght too dear. 

It is, My Dear Sir, quite a debatable question 
whether Vice Soeieties in England or in this eountry 
bave proved a blessing to the people. They eer- 
tainly have been the means of depriving many per- 
sons, not intrinsieally bad, of their dearest rights and 
privileges, and have eaused the deepent and most 
poignant sorrow to hearts not deserving of it. The 
remarks of Sidney Smith upon the original Vioe 
Soeiety in London, from whieh yours was modeled, 
are worthy of being quoted here: "It is hardly pos* 
sible that a soeiety for the snppressiou of vice ean 
ever be kept within the bounds of good sense and 
moderation. If there are many members who have 
really beeome so from a feeling of duty, there will 
neeessarily be some who enter the soeiety to bide 
a bad oharaeter and others whose objects it is to 
reoommend themselves to their betters by a sedu- 
lous and bustling inquisition into the immoralities of 
the publie. The loudest and noisiest suppressor* 
will always earry it against the more prudent part 
of the eommunity ; the most violent will be eonsid- 
ered as the most moral, and those who see the absurd- 
ity will, from the fear of being thought to eneour- 
age vice, be reluetant to oppose it. • . Beginning 
with the best intentions in the world, sueh soeie- 
ties must in all probability degenerate into a 
reeeptaele for every speeies of tittle-tatle, imperti- 
nenee, and maliee. Men whose trade is rat-eatehing, 
love to eateh rats ; the bug-destroyer seizes on his 
bug with delight; and the suppressor is gratified by 
finding his vice. The last soon beeomes a mere 
tradesman like the others ; none of them moralize 
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or lament tbat their respeotiye evil should exist in the 
world. The publio feeling is swallowed up in the 
pursuit of a daily oeeupation, and in the display of 
teehnioal skill. . . . An informer, whether paid 
by the week, like the agents of this soeiety, or by 
the erime, a3 in eommon eases, is in general a man 
of very indifferent eharaeter. So mueh fraud and 
deeeption are neeessary for oarrying on his trade — 
it is eo odious to his f ellow-subjects — that no man of 
respeetdbility will ' ever undertake it. It is evidently 
impossible to make sueh a oharaeter otherwise than 
odious. A man who receives weekly pay for prying 
into the transgressions of mankind, - and bringing 
them to consequent punishment, will always be hated 
by mankind, and the omee must fall to the lot of 
some man of desperate fortunes and ambiguons 
eharaeter. If it be lawful for respeetable men to 
eombine for the purpose of turning informers, it is 
lawful for the lowest and most despieable raee of 
informers to do the same thing ; and then it is quite 
elear that every speeies of wiekedness and extortion 
will be the consequence. ,> 

Moneure D. Oonway, in a diseourse reeently de- 
liyered in London, on "Liberty and Morality," and 
touehihg this same Bubject, nsed this language : " It 
would appear that to these the eireulation of 
many thousands of a book they eall vicious is of 
little importanee eompared with making a sensation 
and parading their own spotlessness beiore the pub- 
lie ; and beyond this it is to be feared that a still 
baser inAuenee has been at work to degrade this 
assoeiation of (originally, no doubt) well meaning 
though weak-minded people. There is money in it. 
A good deal of patronage and wealth has gone into 
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it in the past, and its agents are highly paid ; and if 
this streara of money and patronage is to eontinue 
to tlow and gladden the host of agents, they must 
keep up a show of activity. They mnst always be 
attitudinizing purifiers of soeiety. If the nests of 
erime and vice are trampled out, and the funds be- 
tf«n to fall low, they raust try and mako their sub- 
seribers th.ink there are nests where there are none ; 
and knowing well how unpopular Freethinkers are, 
how few friends they hav in high plaees, they found 
among them a book whieh repeated the details of 
ordinary physiologieal and medieal books — a book, 
whose pages, with all their faults, are nowhere of 
biblieal impurity. It must have brought their see- 
retaries and their lawyers and their secret-sevice 
agents a golden Paetolus from orthodoi purses tp 
thus prove that the soeiety might do injury to Free- 
thinkers under cover of attaeking immorality. The 
old pmilege of the prthpdox to imprison their oppo- 
nents — the privilege so loved but lost-r-must seem 
about to eome baek again when it has been deeided 
that facts familiar in , the libraries of medieine, 
and seienee eannot be printed by a Freethinker in a 
form aeeessible to the people without imprisonment. 
They know that manyof these Freethinkers value 
their freedom highly enough to go to jail for it, and 
they aret.no. doubt, hoping for more victims and a 
Aourishing business, with plenty of vice to 8uppre88. ,, 
There is little doubt but that the love of money 
has more to do in inspiring your agents to activity 
in making arrests and seenring convictions than has 
a love of virtue.,j Before Mr. Gomstoek fully em- 
barked in his erusade against obseenity, and while 
he was still engaged at selling dry-goods for Ooohran 
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& MeLean, upon his making known to a friend his 
purpose to proseeute venders of indeeent literature, 
and when he was asked why he had deeided to 
engage in a business that required so mueh deeep- 
tien, intrigue, deeoying, and eruelty, he is reported 
to have replied, " There is money in it." His own 
brother-in-law is also reported to have said the same 
thing of him. Said he, "Anthony never went into 
that business for any love of morality or virtue, but 
for the purpose of making money." Indeed, peeuni- 
arily, he has done exceedingly weil at hts vile trade. 
$4,000 a year, with perqiiisites amounting to several 
thousand more, is exceeding1y comfortable these hard 
times, and in view of this, it may easily be understood 
why he is so anxious to eontinue his heartless work. 
But when it is remembered at what a eost of heart- 
aehes. anguish, wretehedness, and sorrow he has 
won his thousands, it ought to be enough to make 
the possession of the money burn his very eonseienee 
and eause aa honest, sensitive, merciful man to east 
his ill-gotten gains into the sea. 

I would gladly persuade you to dissolve your 
organization oalled the "Soeiety for the Suppres- 
sion of Vice," whieh has proved itself a soeiety for 
the suppression of eonstitutional rights and lib- 
erties, and to leave that kind of detective work 
and poliee service to the regular poliee department, 
whieh, as I have already said, is fully eompetent to 
grasp with the evil of obseenity. If I eould be 
Bucce*sful in this, I would eonsider that I had been 
instrumental in conferring a great favor upon the 
unfortunate and oppressed. It is dangerous for 
soeieties and elasses to organize themselves for the 
purpose of looking af ter the morals of Others, and 
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for throwing tbem into prison for holding opinions 
unlike their own. Sueh eoeieties will be exceediagly 
liable to grow into erigines of oppression and eru- 
elty, as I honestly belieye has been in the instanee 
of your pet soeiety. If the motive to do good, 
with you and those assoeiated with you, is so great 
as to eompel you to seek the avenues where evil 
exists that it may be put away, let me eall your 
attention to the appalling fact that there are said to 
be 10,000 drinking-houses in this eity where drunk- 
ards are regularly and eontinuously raade. There 
are said to be thousands of houses of ill-fame and 
of assignation where female virtue is bartered away 
for money, and where the most loathsome and injuri- 
ous diseases known to the raee are engendered. There 
are gaming houses, and swindling establiphments in 
great numbers. In these and other direetions great 
ehanoes exist for doing good. If your Poeiety really 
wishes to cover itself all over with glory instead 
of ignominy, let me suggest that you turn your 
attention in some of these direetions, and no longer 
eontinue to oppress and imprison the unpopular and 
unfortunate for eommitting no erime at all. Why 
spend $8,000 or $10,000 a year to suppress an evil 
that you admit has seareely an existence when there 
is sueh au appalling amount of positive evil on every 
side? 

But if you will eontinue your Soeiety and will 
persist in hunting for obseenity where it is not to be 
found, let me, at all events, urge you to diseharge 
your present agent and employ one who has some 
eapaeity to be a eensor of literature and the press ; 
who has a shade of merey in his eomposition, who 
has a slight eoneeption of honor, truth, and justioe. 
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If your representaliye is to bave so mueh power 
plaeed in his hands to wield over the heads, f ortunes, 
and liyes of buman beings, do seek one that has a 
few quaiifications for the business besides the 
yoraeity of a wolf, the ferocity of a tiger, and the 
eruelty and sayageness of a hyena. 

Why not aet for onee on the sensible suggestion 
of the N. Y. Wbrld, made on the day lollowing 
your last annual meeting. It said : "The Sooiety 
for the Suppression of Vice, as appears from a 
report of its anniyersary meeting of last night (Jan. 
29), whieb we print elsewhere, is beginning a new 
year. Now, therofore, is the time for its most 
eieellent managers to revise its lists of employees. 
The work to be done by them is delieate and open 
to miseonstruetion ; they should be seleeted for their 
taet, diserimiuation, disinterestedness, freedom from 
maliee, eoolness of temper, judicial impartiality, 
' and, above all, for the anxiety to suppress vice in 
the least senaational way and by the least self~ 
aggrandizing methods." 

The greatest evil effected by your Soeiety and your 
ag^nt, as I said, was the inAuenee exerted by them 
in the passage of the postal law of 1873, styled the 
Oomatoek law, whieh, to my mind, is elearly uneon- 
siitutional and is in positive opposition to the prinei- 
ples of free speeeh, a free press, and free mails 
ineorporated into our 6overnment by the fatbers 
who f ramed and adopted our glorious Oonstitution . 
It introdueed the system of eensorship and espion- 
age into our postal department, whieh, when fully 
understood, must ever be repugnant to the better 
portion of the Ameriean people. It is not neeessary 
for me to oall attontion to what influences of the 
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ehureli were brought to bear in indueing the enaot- 
ment of this iaw, or to the disgraeef ul manner it waa 
oarried through the expiring hours of the Forty- 
seeond Oongress, notorious for the enaotment of 
subsidy laws, saiary grabs, doubling of salaries, ete, 
ete. ; and this,'too, without deliberation or eonsider- 
ation, with hundreds of other biils, and when a large 
portion of the members were absoiutely iu a staie 
of intoxication. We have had too many instanees 
of mueh iil*advised and worse than useiess legislation 
being erowded into a short spaee of tioie and with 
improper motives. This law was not ealled for by 
any eonsiderable portion of the Ameriean people ; it 
was passed without the knowledge of the people, 
and it was done even on the Sabbath day, whieh 
faot, with many, wpuld make it illegaL It is not 
for that reason that I eomplain of it, but for the 
vioienoe it does to the vital prineiple of Ameriean 
liberty under whieh this eountry Aourished for a 
hundred years uutil a Comstock and a Yiee Soeiety 
gave it a fatal stab in that unfortunate and ili-ad- 
vised law. I will not detain you by giving at 
length any views I may ehtertain respeeting it I 
have done so on other oeeasions, For an exhausti.ve 
argumeht upon the law, let me refer yoa to that 
written by Mr. T. B. Wakeman of this eity, and 
published by myself. Let me here, aleo, give a brief 
quotation from the daily Sun from remarks by the 
edttor upon this speeifie law * 

"Wedo not believe in the eonstitutionality of 
the law under whieh this conviotion [Heywood's] 
took plaoe. The Governmeht has nothing to do 
with the moral or intelieetual quality of the matter 
transmitted through the mails. It has no right of 
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If it may daawmuaate f or a good 
parpoee» k may dwiianniUi f or a bad paipuau 
TW power is f raagbt witb too maeb nmger of 
abaae to fee aaf ely mtrasted to the GoTerameat. 

**Ia early aali-tlaTery timee a deternuned eaort waa 
a&ade to exehmde from aaik ia tbe amTeboldiaa; 
atate* erery deaaaeiatioa of tbe sam of all iaiaoi- 
tiea, bamaa elaTery. Tlie people proteated aggamst 
tbe «■pioaige pat apon tbe maik» againet tbe mter- 
I ereaee witb tbe freedoai of tbe preaa. Weeoadema 
tbe atteaipt to iaterf ere witb tbe maiki aow, tboagb 
it be witb a rery dnTereat inteat, beeanae it Tiolatea 
great ementiil priaeiplea of libsrtT.** 

akoiatbia eoaaeetioa to gire a letter 
£rom tbat able writer aad biograpber, i; 
ea tbe «me aabjeet: 

NswsirwTPon; bLass., Sept» 2% 
My Dtar Miend: I tbiak tboae Cometoek lawa» 
aa tbey are properly ealled, oogbt to be totaUy re- 
pealed, aad f or theae reaaona : 

1. B eean e e tbey ore Com*toek lawa, aad aot tbe 
deliberate jadgment of Congrem. 

2. Beeanie they are aaeleaa. Tbe f orbiddea artieleB 
eu be aeat erery wbere by erpreea. 

3. Beeaaae it ia aot pomible to pat iato keman 
kmgaage a definitkm of tbe word a kwe n e wbieb 
aball let tbe Song of SolomoB, Rabelaia, JaTeaal, 
aad Tom Joaea paas, aad keep out worka iateaded 
aad ealrrolated toeorrnpt. 

4. B eean a e tbe eoatrol of tbe (3oTerameat orer 
tbe maik ia obTioaaly Ihnhed to wbat yoa well Btyle 
u poatal reasons." Dyaamite may be exeladed ; 
sealiag-wax may be exelnded ; liqaids may be 
exclnded, beeaaee they endaager tbe fn1fiUment of 
tbe eontraet with all the otber senders of mail mat- 
ter. Bat the GoTerament is aot ealled npon to ait 
m jadgmeat opon tbe moral ebaraeter or intelleetaal 
qaalitr of tbe pareela iatraated to it. 

5. Beeaase the laws io anestion are ao liable to 
abaae by a aarrow-miaded or proTiaoial omeer. 
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They enable the prim and prudish yillage to ]udge 
and eondemn the metropolis. 

6. Beeanse the state laws and munieipal laws, pre- 
viously and now existing, are sutiieient for the 
deteetion and punishment of all real off enders against 
deeeney and good morals. 

With regard to the eonstitutional argument, so 
ably and powerfully presented by yourself, 1 ean 
ooly say, being no lawyer, that lt seems to be 
unanswerable. It eame upon my mind with convinc- 
ing power,and I have never had a doubt einee. These 
laws are wrong every way, and pernieious in raany 
ways. Tou know how I hate and loathe the books 
and papers that eireulate among boys, whieh ean 
have no othor tban a oorniptinrr elleet. I eould 
join, heart and hand, in hanging a wreteh who, for 
a little money, would either write, or publish, or sell 
uueh works. And yet it seems to me that Ihe espi- 
onage of the mails by an illiterate person is even a 
worse evil than that. It menaees the very oitadel of 
liberty. 

Ye8, I go for immediate and uneondtttonal re- 
peal ; and this has been my feeling ever sinee read- 
mg your masterly speeeh delivered in Faneuil Hall 
last summer Very truly yours, Jas. Parton. 

To T. B. Wakeman. 

When I was arrested under this law, November 
12, 1877, when I knew I had eommitted no wrong, 
I realized that the law was a bad one, and shotild be 
repealed. I was instrumental in eireulating blank 
petitions to Oongress asking for its moditieatton or 
repeal. These • were eigned by large numbers of 
freedom-loving people of the eountry. It was esti- 
mated that the whole number of signatures amount- 
ed to 70,000. While this petition was before Con- 
gress, Mr. Oomstoek and yourseU Visited Washing- 
ton and went before the Oommittee to prevent the 
repeal ot modiheation of the law; You al«o took 
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that oeeasion to apologize for your own yiolation of 
it, in the matter of the yaseline pamphlet, by a plea 
of ignoranee. The plea, perhaps, was a good one, 
but it has not been admitted in seores of eases where 
poor unfortunates have been arraigned and iinpris- 
oned for the alleged yiolation of the law they did not 
know had an existence. But of eourse it makes a 
great difference as to who makes the plea of igno- 
ranee. For a rioh and popular man like yourselt', it 
may be very effective, but for a poor, friendless per- 
son arraigned by your Soeiety, it is wholly withoat 
force. 

As to the efforts of yourself and Oomstoek before 
the Oommittee, they were effieient, while the prayer 
of the 70,000 was disregarded. Tbe law remains. 

Right here I wish to do a little aet of justice to 
myself and the signers of that petition. It has been 
represented by Comstock, Joseph Cook, and others, 
that the signatures on that petition were false or 
bogus, and espeeially that the names of leading 
merohants in this eity had been forged to it. This 
eharge is wholly false. The names to that mam- 
moth petition were genuine. No petition was ever 
sent to Oongress more honestly or more earnestly 
signed. I oan prodnee the sworn affidavits of numer- 
ous persons in all parts of the eountry who took an 
active part in obtaining signatures, some to the 
number of 500, 800, and 1,000, that the signatures 
were genuine and from an intelligent and honorable 
elass of citizens. 

I will make an explanation regarding a eireular 
in ref erenee to the law under eonsideration, drawn 
up by myself, to be addressed to those who were 
presumed to feel interested in haying the Oomstook 
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Jaw ohanged. I wished that that eireular shouleL 
bear the names of some of the leading publishers, 
druggists, ete., in this eity. I eaused the oireular to 
to bf put in type, with the names of the desired 
firms duly inserted. I had proofs enough taken to 
give a eopy to eaeh person whose name I had at- 
taehed. Preparatory to haying it stereotyped I 
ealled in person upon eaoh man or firm whose 
name I thus used — showed them the eireular with 
their name attaehed, and explained the eharaeter of 
the paper. I lef t a oopy of the oiroular with them, 
as well as a eopy of the petition. I asked no one to 
sign the eireular, but ezpressed the desire that they 
would allow their names to remain on. Those who 
assented, or who did not object, 1 let remain on, but 
those who objected I removed. This is the exact 
truth of the matter ; but your agent, Oomstook, 
Joseph Cook, and others have aeeused me of for- 
gery, but wilh how muoh justice, I leave for yourself 
and a eandid publio to deeide. This mueh, however, 
I will state bef ore dropping the subject. Oomstoek 
visited several of the persons whose names were 
upon the eireular, and, in his brow-beating, over- 
bearing, " bull-dozing " manner, threatened them 
with proseeution if they did not deny authorizing 
their names to be used on the eireular ; and I la- 
ment to say that terror of the man was so great 
that some who had posithrely given me permission 
to use their names " went baek " on their word and 
denied to him that they had given sueh eonsent. 
Some men laek independenee and eourage. This is 
also an instanee of the terrorism whieh your agent 
has employed in tyrannizing and lording it over the 
eitirens of this town. He f eels that he has a power- 
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ful eoeiety mt hia bmek ; thmt the Chriatimn ehurea: 
anataina him ; thmt the Government is »nlWrt4?d in 
helping him emrry out his rile purposea, mnd with 
these mt his elbow he emnr plmy the tyrmnt with 
impunity. 

While eorreeting misrepreaentmtiona, let me amy m 
few worda mbout the nimrtyr-blood whieh Oomstoek 
hmm mhed in the holy emuse of purity mnd for whieh 
he hms been lmnded to the akiea mnd mlmoet emaoniaed 
mm m smint. PitiTul reeitmls hmre been mmde mbont 
his being mttmeked by murderona Tenden of obaoen- 
ity, mnd thmt the demdly mttmek mmde npon him wma 
beemuae of hia derotion to mormlity mnd rirtue. Hiia 
ia mli gmmmon. Nothing of the kind ia true. The 
mmn who inAieted the wound upon the eheek wma 
Chmries Conroy, m mmn with one hmnd — the left» 
Oonroy wms not m deepermdo. Oomstoek wms probmbly 
the only mmn he eyer struek, mnd the wound wma 
indieted under eireumatmneea of gremt proToemtioo. 
Oonroy wma not mrreeted on m ehmrge of eelling 
obseene books. He mmy onee hmre done aomething 
in thmt wmy, ma aeorea of demlers did ten yemra mgo» 
but f or m long time he hmd done nothing of the kind. 
Comstock mrrested him for reeemng lettera under mn 
mssumed nmme — m thing whieh thousmnds of peraona 
hmre done without m thought on the pmrt of mnybody 
thmt they ought to be punished f or it, mnd whieh is in 
Tiolmtion of no Imw, stmte or nmtionmL Comstoek mr- 
r*sted bim without m wmrrmst, mnd hustied him into m 
earriage with just ms niueu right ms I would hmTe to 
mrrest you mnd emrry you oif mgminst yonr wilL 
While in the emrrimg* Conroy told Comstoek thmthn 
(Conroy) hmd oommitted no erime mnd thmt the 
mrrest wms UiegmL Comstoek replied by amying thn* 
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tf he failed to convict him on that arrest he would 
f ollow him up on other eharges until he got him, 
into prison. Conroy knew that he had broken 
no law and that the arrest was an outrage upon ati 
Ameriean citizen. He was tryingtomakean hdnor* 
able living for his wife and ohild and he keenly felti 
the wrong that was being done him, and while brood* 
ing over it on the way to prison his mind was worked 
upto astate of desperation. He knew the relentles» 
characterof his perseoutor and the utter grotindless- 
ness of the arrest. As the prison- was neared, in 
his agony of mind he struek his enemy one blow on the 
eheek with his pocket-knife, and, had he followed it 
up with other blows, or had he seyered the jugular 
vein of the man who was so eruelly wronging him 
many would say he had done perfectly right^ and 
would have justified him for the aet, and the world 
would have been well rid of an unmitigated nui- 
sanee. 

As it was, the one-armed man was tried, not for 
receiving letters in an assumed name, but the eharge 
was ehanged to that of "atrooious attaek on 
an onieer." For this r Comstook appeared against 
him, and he was sentenoed to two years' imprison-- 
ment in the state prison in Trenton, N. J. Wben tbe 
time had expired, Comstock was on hand, and, beforc 
Conroy lef t the prison steps, had him arrested on the 
original eharge of receiving letters in a tietitious 
name, appeared against him in tbe United States 
Court at Trenton, and seeured his conviction 
and a sentenee of another year's imprisonment. 
This is probably the only instanee in the United 
States where a person has been imprisoned a year 
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for reoemng letters in an assumed name, thougk 
thousands are doing so daily. 

This is the whole truth about the martyrdom of 
Comstock whieh Joseph Cook and other elerieal 
gentlemen are so f ond of expatiating upon, making a 
hero of the man who unjustly and eruelly eommitted 
a great wrong upon a poor oripple and f riendless man. 
Conroy was the wronged man, not Oomstoek. But 
the eyent seryed Oomstoek a yery good turn. The 
sympathies of his Christian f riends were aroused to 
the giying point, and from $5,000 to $10,000 was 
giyen to remunerate the martyr Oomstoek for the 
immense perils he had eneountered in " proteeting 
sehool-girls," and promoting the eause of purity. 
If justice had been done, Conroy's family would 
have reeeiyed a part of that money to f eed them and 
house them while the husband and father was serv- 
ing out his three years' imprisonment f or breaking no 
law but f or yindieating his personal wrongs and for 
trying to make a liying. Conroy is a poor man to- 
day, and has had hard work to obtain food for his 
wife and ehildren. Comstock, his perseoutor, gets 
$4,000 a year for erushing people, with an extra 
present of twiee* tl\e amount. This is Ohristian 
justice with a yengeanee. 

In this eonneetion let me allude to a false state- 
ment made by Oomstoek in his last yearly report to 
your Soeiety. He talks about a eonspiraoy being 
entered into between an Infidel editor, a doetor, and 
an ex-pugilist, and a eonyiet. I am the editor, C. 
W. Selden is the doetor, James Sullivan' the ex-pugi- 
list, and Conroy the eonyiet. The eharge of eon- 
spiraoy is utterly and wiekedly false. I had not 
seen either of the persons named for montbs, and 
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- we never entered into a oonspiraey at any time any 
more than A. S. Barnes, Wm. E. Dodge, Parson 
Newman, and yourself have entered into a eonspir- 
aey to steal the poet-omee bailding and earry it off. 
Comstock is a liar of the most unserapulous eliar- 
aeter. 

But I fear I am detaining you too long. There 
are many things more I would like to say, but I 
niust draw to a elose. My objeot has been to plaee 
myself right before you, as the President of the 
Soeiety whieh is oppressing me, and before that por- 
tion of the publio under whose eyes these pages 
may fall, All I want is simple justice. I wish, for 
the remainder of my life, to peaeeably enjoy f reedom 
of thought, freedom of speeoh, freedom ff the press, 
and freedom of the mails. In these I have a bii th- 
right inheritanee by virtue of being an Ameriean 
citizen and I am extren?ely unwilling to have them 
wrested f rom me. I lcve my liberty and I do not 
wish to part with it. 

I eannot conoeive that I am amenable to you, to 
Anthony Comstock, or to anybody else f or my opin- 
ions and conviotions. I holi I have a perfect right 
to hold sueh views upon all subjects as to mo 
seem reasonable and right, and that no individual or 
soeiety possesses the right to send me to prisou 
.for doing so. You have your own views peeuliar to 
yourself, and no man possesses the right to impriion 
you on that aeeount. My rights under the 
law are equal to yours. Unbelievers have pre- 
eisely as raany rights as believers. Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Methodists, Catholic3, and Episeopalians, 
all have a right to maintain their opinions, to publish 
bookd, pamphlets^ and piipers in defer.se of theni, 
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and those who are unbelievers in all ereeds hava 
equally the same right. In the United States there 
are hundreds of thousands of intelligent men and 
women who exercise the liberty of thinking for 
themselves and of arriving at their own eonelueions 
regardles9 of priests, eburehes, or confessions of faith. 
There is the same justice in the people of Ameriea 
who think more or less as I do having books and 
papers to read in harmony with these yiews that 
there is for a Presbyterian, a Methodist, a Baptist, 
an Episeopalian, or a believer in any others of the 
numerous ereeds in the world. It is very wrong for 
one ereed to try to erush another. And you only 
evinced a spirit of injustice and intoleranee when, a 
year ago, in a publio meeting of your Soeiety, yon 
eongratulated them that Freethought publieations 
were in a fair way of soon being stamped out. The 
only just way is to allow equal rights for all forms 
of belief, and to give a fair ehanee to all to deeide 
for themselves whieh form of belief is right. 

I will repea^t, that in what I have said in these 
pages I have endeavored to speak the truth and 
the truth only. I am sure all the main statements 
are eorreet and that tbey ean be proved to 
be so in any eourt of justice. That I may have 
partially erred in some of the minor detail* is 
quite possibie. My sourees of information may 
not in all eases be perfect. But I have aimed to 
make no statement that is untrue. Other facts 
relative to the onieial eonduet of your agent are 
being brought to light whieh, on some future oeea- 
sion, I may deem it my duty to publish. I eertainly 
wish that a spirit of fairness and justice may govern 
my impending trial, and that a spirit of intoleranee 
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and bigotry may not overrule tho prineiples 0f 
justice and truth. The prooeedings of the trial 
will be aoeurately reported and published, that 
the world may know in what manner the 
New York Soeiety for the Suppression of Vice and 
the Govemment of the United States join hand 
in hand in tho last quarter of the nineteenth een- 
tury to erttsh an independent and unpopular individ- . 
ual who has the honesty and eandor to do a little 
thinking for himself and to ehoose to not noat with 
the popular eurrent— one who is eonseious that he 
has not eommitted a wrong, and who elaims that ho 
has only exeroised the rights of an Ameriean eitisen. 

As I have said seyeral times alreaey, I am 
aware that sotne of my views are unpopular. I ean- 
not think as many of my fellow-oitizens do on theo- 
logieal points, but this is no reason why I should be 
deprived of my iiberty or my rights. Jefferson said, 
in his time, that it was neither possible nor desirable 
for all men to think alike ; then it eertainly iswrong 
to punish any one for honest thinking. Many may 
be eorreet in their views, and many again m&y be 
mistaken, but iet us all remeinber that <J even error 
may be left free where truth is free to eombat it." 
If aught is of God it must stand, and puny nian ean- 
not overthroW it. If any deem it their duiy to pun- 
ish me in behalf of God, tnby are undoubtedly over- 
ohleious. If he wishes me to be punished, he is 
nndoubtedly eapable of doing so without the aid of 
Anthony Oomstoek or any one else. I am perf eetly 
willing to trust myself in his hands. 

Throughout my past life I have endeavored to be a 
law-abiding citizen, and to duly support the Govern- 
ment under whieh I livo. I have been a humble 
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iadividual but I have added several thousand dollar» 
to the revenues of my eountry. On two oeeasions I 
bave paid into the revenue $1,000 at eaoh time, and 
on many oeeasions sums of $500, $300, $200, $100, and 
smaller amounts, aggregating many thousands of 
dollars. I am inelined to think Oomstoek has never 
added $50 to the revenues of the eountry. But this 
may possibly be a reason why he should now be em- 
powered to oppress and erush me. 

I have lived to beeome an old man. My life 
is largely spent. My active days are nearly 
over. I have seen three seore year* and ean 
hardly eipeet to see more than ten more of aotive 
life. I have endeavored to do my duty in the past, 
and have no fears for the future. I will be glad to 
pass the remainder of my days in peaee and quiet 
and in the enjoyment pf my liberties. I eame&tly 
hope for m fair trial in the eoming effort of your 
8ociety to deprive me of roy proyierty anrl my lib- 
erty whieh awaits me. I am not eonseious of having 
done wrong to any one or to any body of men. 
Whether my remaining days are long or short in the 
land, I hope to be found faithful in my duty and to 
spend my latest strength and breath in defense of 
eternal truth, justice, and liberty. 

I am very truly yours, D. M. Bennett. 

141 Eighth St, New York. 

February 22, 1819. 
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Dbah Sir : The intense anxiety I feel in oohtta- 
quence of the near approaeh of my trial, and tho 
peril in whieh my liberty and dearest rights are 
plaeed must be my apology for eontinuing the re- 
marks heretofore addressed to you. It is, pel- 
haps, not strange that I should feel uneasineeri at 
the danger whieh threatens me, or ihat I should havo 
fears that I am about to be unjustly deprived of ihat 
whieh to me is as dear as life itself— my liberty, 
my property, my reputation. 

I am informed by those who have had opportuni- 
ties to know somethins of the facts in relation to the 
intentions of your Sooiety and its eooperators, in tnjr 
ease, that it is your purpose to " crucify " me, so to 
speak, and to "grind me to powder." Tliere are 
sumoient grounds for believing that a very hnfriend- 
ly feeling exists in ref erenee to me — that I ara re- 
garded as a roek of offense that must be removed. 

I think I am somewhere about the two hundred 
and sistieth pereon arrested by your Soeiety on tbe 
pretended 'eharge of obseenity, and when your agent 
makes the statement that of the eases that have been 
tried only some twelve have eseaped convictibri, it 
ean be seen at a glanee that I have grounds for anx- 
iety. But being eonseious of . my own entire inno- 
eenee of the eharge upon whieh yo'ur Soeiety eaused 
my arrest and pro^eeution, I await the result with 
ealmness and trust. If I am deprived of my liberty, 
and my property is taken from me, it will have but a 
temporary effect on the part of the powers of intoler- 
anee and bigotry, and will not shake my confidence 
in the ultiraate triumph of Liberal prineiples in our 
land — free ppeeeb, free press, and free mails. 

I trust you have readtbe little pamphlet, "Oupid's 
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Yokes," whieh I sent you — for mailing a eopy of 
whieh I ara to be tried for my liberty. If you have 
perused it oarefully, I think, though you fouud it to 
eontaiu some sentiments whieh perhaps neither you 
nor I approve, that you also found it an earnest 
and eandid effort on the part of the author to advo- 
eate the views whfch he believes elosely eonneeted 
1 with human welfare, and that the little woi k was not 
T ritten to intlame the passions or to inerease erime. 
Tou ean see at onee that it was not written for 
the young, that it is a dry, argumentative produetiou 
that would never attraot the attention of a young 
person, and that no young person ean have been 
mjured by it. You at all events must have seen ihat 
it does not eontain one indeeent word in its eom- 
position, and that its language is good. 

I think you will admit there;i« something wrong 
in raarried life in our eountry — that there is a vant 
amount of unhappiness and wretehedness on the part 
of those who by law and publio opinion are eom- 
pelled to live together. It is a sorrowful truth that 
there are hundreds of thousands of men and women 
trying to live together as life eompanions who are 
utterly uneongenial to eaeh other and who render 
eaeh others' lives bitter and unhappy. Hundreds 
of thousands of ehildren are now being reared 
by parents who are almost eonstantly quarreling, if 
not resorting to harsher means of showing their dis- 
like for eaoh other. This is indeed a very bad 
sehool in whieh to rear ehildren, and it is deeply to 
be deplored that the evil alluded to is so great as it 
is. Marital unhappiness is one of the greatest mis- 
fortunes that exist ih our land. It is an ailment 
for skillful physieiant to eure and earnest reformers 
to remove. ' Many remedies will of oourne be reeom- 
mended. Let no embargo be plaeed upon those 
who preseribe a remedy even though it may not 
always be of the best and wisest eharaeter. Let all 
be beard who have advice to give and suggestions 
to make for the lessening ©f this great evil, and eyen 
though they mav be mist^leen, seu4 tbera not to 
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prison, deprive them not of their liberty beoanse 
they haye.:ezpressed their, convictions. Let Mr. 
Heywood's propositions be listened to and aeeepted 
by those who thirik them sound and truthi ul. 

I trustyou also read thellttle p'amphlet— " tarker 
Pillsbury's Letter to Ezra< H. Hey wood "-— eontrast- 
ing the eondemnod portions of "Oupiet's Yokes" 
with seleetions from the Bible. If you did, you 
must have perceived that the Bible eontains a thou- 
sand times more of indeeent language and allusions 
than Heywood's pamphlet. If any one will ivad 
the little volume I have issued — ^The Holy Bible 
Abridged" — eontaining only literal extracts t'roin 
the Bible, they will be convinced, under the worst eon- 
struetion that ean pdssibly be plaeed upon the,lt«jy- 
wood pamphlet, that in indeeeney of language and 
sentiment it bears no eomparison to the extfacts 
from the reyered book. 

Parker Pilisbury was an able and ardent eharn- 
pion advocate for human liberty and toiled laborl- 
ously for years in behalf of the downtrodden. He 
is a man of uuusual intelligenee, pereeption, and 
honesty 9 and his opinions are worthy of elose exam- 
ination. I hope they did not eseape ypur atteution. 

1 trust, too, that you perused the argiiments of Mt. 
T. B. Wakeman on the " Uheonatitutionallty of the 
Postal Laws " whieh your Soeiety eaused to be plae^ d 
upon the statute books of our eountry and uuder 
whieh I am indieted and am to be tried. If ^ou 
read the pamphlet with eAre, I think you thust eome 
to the eonelusioh that the enaetment of that Iaw was 
a marked departure from the prineiples whieh gov- 
erned this eountry for nearly a hundred yearp, and 
that by doing this the provisions of the Ooustttution 
were vio1ated. If you have not read the j)amphlet, 
let me urge it upon you to do eo. Every person in 
the eountrywould do well to do the same. If they 
will do so a large portion must eome to the eon- 
elusion that it was not a proud day in our eomi- 
try's history when that law was enaeted and thereby 
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plaeed on the nation's statute books. I will be glad 
to f urnish the painphlet to all who wish it. 

Let me also request you to read the remarks 6f 
Mr. Loring Moody, Esq., of Boston, upon the same 
subject and giyen in this issue of Thb Trutii 
Seekee. You will find his arguments sound and 
worthy of your eonsideration. His eomparigon of 
the mails to the publie highways seems to me vory 
pertinent. He says, "The rightof free mails stands 
on the same grounds as the right of free highwayn. 
With this difference in favor of the mails, every odo 
pays for what he sends through them — man, wonian, 
and ehild — while multitudes travel on the highwaya 
who pay nothing for their . snppnrt. Yet," he 
*sks, "wno would dare to pry into or qnostiou the 
aims, motiyes, or purposes — whether they were de- 
"signed to eorrupt anybody's morals, or for what 
other ends — of any one traveling on our highways? 
or what writing, printing, pieture, or other things 
he has got in his poekets? and what is the moral 
effect of sueh material? Yet how mueh erime 
surges along our highways ! There goes a piek- 

Eoeket, a sneak-thief ; here eomes a hoase-breakor, 
ank robber ; yonder is a murderer, with his t-oul 
Slled with bloody intent. Indeed our highways are 
open avenues for every sort of vice and erimel" 

If 6overnment does not set up a eensorship and 
examiningj board over those who travel ihe htreets 
and highways where they pay no toll, why «hould 
a eensorship be set up over them wheu their letters 
books and pamphlets travel through the mails where 
they do pay toll, and whieh has to be paid bef ore 
the pareels start upon their journev ? If a eriminal 
ean trayel over our railroads when he pays the stipu- 
lated fare, why eannot his letters and books travel 
through the mails when the fare is duly paid ? If 
the streets, the highways, and railroads are not eon- 
taminated in the one ease, why are the mails in 
another? Is it not wholly imagination that the 
mails are affected by what is sent through them, 
whether moral or immoral ? Is there not just as mueb 
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reason and justice for Government to pverhaul and 
examine who and what passes over the publio high- 
ways as what passes through the mails, so far as 
morality or opinions are eoneerned ? 

Mr. Moody's eomparison between mail matter and 
intoxicating liquors is worthy of attention. He 
states the fact that a vastly greater amount of in jury 
is done by intoxicating liquors than by obseenity, and 
yet Government sanetions the tramo by exacting 
duties on what foreign liquors are brought into the 
eountry and by eolleeting the tax on what is manu- 
faotured here, and under this sanetion the eommodity 
whieh oauses a wider range, and a more horrible elass 
of evils than anything else in the world, is trans- 
ported to any part of our eountry and not tbe 
slightest objection is raised on the part of any Gov- 
ernment omoial. Now if this vile stuff ean pass 
f reely under Goverment proteotion through our -eus- 
,tom houses, bonded warehouses, and revenue bureaus, 
nobody raising his hand to eheek the transit, why 
should so muoh ado be made about what passes 
through the publio mails, whieh all alike— good and 
bad, pure and impure— help to support ? I hope you 
will yet be able to see that this inspeotion of the ohar- 
aoter of the people's mails is ineonsistent, unealled- 
for, unjust, and uneonstitutional. 

Let me ask why your societv should be so deter- 
mined to send me to prison for the sending of a 
harmless pamphlet through the mails, when hun- 
dred8of the elergymen and thousandsof the leading 
members of your ehurehes are guilty of far greater 
erimes and many of whom are never brought to 
justice at all ? I simply exercised the right of. an 
Ameriean citizen and deposited in the mails a pam- 
phlet whieh the first dealers in this oity and all over 
the eountry have sold over and over again and 
whieh does not oontain a tithe of the indeeeney 
found in other volumes wiiieh every bookseller in 
the eountry sells almost every day in theyear; whilo 
your elergymen, your deaeons, your elass-leaders, 
and yourleading ohuroh-members are on every hand 
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eharged with fraud, adultery, forfcication, ineest, 
sodomy, bigaray, lying, hypoerisy, stealing, forgery, 
perjury, and even arson, and inurder. A month ago 
I eited in one issue of ray paper nearly three hun- 
dred eases where elergymen had eommitted these 
erinies and I gave but a portion of those whieh the 
publie prints have reeorded, while probably not 
more than one in ten of their peeeadilloes are sui- 
fered to eome to publio knowledge. You well know, 
yourself, that there is hardly a ease of embezzlement, 
defalcation, high-handed swindling, on the part of 
savjngs banks, trust eompanies, insuranee eompaniep, 
manuiaeturing eorporations, ete, ete, that some 
prominent ehureh-member or Sabbath-gehool super- 
intendent is not elosely eonneeted with it. It is not 
strange that one of our leading morning papers 
reeently asked the question, " Did you ever know a 
bro'ken savings bank that had not one or more 
ehuroh members among the trustees ?" In view, 
then, of the large list of erirpes that are being eom- 
mitted by the pious believers and teaehers of Chris- 
tian dogmas, a large number of whom are allowed to 
o seot free, it seems hardly a matter of justice that 

should be sent to prison on a very questionable 
eharge and where even no erime was intended and 
none eomrnitted. Justice should eertainly not be lost 
sight of by the ehureh party* whieh elaims to be iu 
pOHsession of all the morality. 

As I have before remarked, this countrv has all 
along been supposed to be free for all shades of 
opinion, whether in religion, polities, morals, philos- 
ophy, seienee, or any other domain. It has Leen 
thbught that a man has just the same right to be an 
unbeliever that another has to be a believer. On 
this ground I have the same right to be an Infidel 
that you have to be a Ohristian. Yov may be right 
in your views, or you may be wrong, and the same 
wilh myself. It is at least a debatable question as 
to whieh is the truest and best religion in the world 
atid whieh is the truest philosophy. Now I am just 
as oertain that my views are maiuly oorreot as you 
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oan possibly be that yours are. We differ very 
widely, and one of us, at least, mnst be mistaken. I 
am honest in my belief that the Ohristian religion is 
not diytne any more than other systems, and that, 
besides laeking divinity, it also laoks originality. I 
find that every dogma, saerament, rite, and eere- 
mony of the eiiriatiari ehureh whieh is generally 
supposed to have originated less than nineteen hun- 
dred years ago has existed in pagan nations from 
three thousand to five thousand years. In other 
words, I find that the Ohristian religion is borrowed 
— its God f rom Judaism, its dogmas from paganism. 

I find that the legend or fable of gods'oohabiting 
with females of the human raee, thus produeing ati 
off«pring half divine and half human, is at leaet a 
thousand years older than Ohristianity. The old 
idea of the virsin and ehild was held in Egypt, Chal- 
dea, Syria, India, Thibet, and other aneient Orie^tal 
eountries, nearly five thousand years ago. 

The same is largely true of the dootrine of the 
trinity, immortality, heaven and bell, gods and 
devils, angels and demons, good and bad spirits, 
baptism by waler, the Euoharist or Lord's Supper, 
the symbol of the eross, belief in a final judgment, 
conf988ion of sins, fasting and prayer, monasteries 
and monks, belief in saered writings, the crttcifixion, 
the resurreetion of the dead, the seeond birth, and 
everything else that goes to make up Ohristianity. 
They were known and believed by onu or many of the 
older retigions long, long before Ohristianity had its 
birth. 

The fine morals teaehings and beautif ul sentiments 
aseribed to the reputed lounder of your system of 
religion were promulgated and taugnt by the saged 
and wise men of old, nve hundred years at least be- 
fore Je8us is said to have existed. There is little of 
morals or philosophy now in the world that was not 
diRtinetly taught twenty-fivo eenturies ago. Relig- 
ions have seldom beeu new inventious or new erea- 
tions. There are hundreds of systems in the world, 
but not one of them grew up independent of the 
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others. The younger systems were borrowed from 
the older, and those comparatively olc(, from those 
older still. There is a striking family resemblanee 
between them all, and one is just about as diyine as 
anoiher. 

Now these things are so, or they are not ; and the 
truth is suseeptible of proof. These facts have not 
been sumeiently looked into by the great bulk of 
ehristian belieyers. It is but due to the eause of 
truth that these things are brought to the minds of 
the people. It is far better to patiently and honestly 
investigate the origin, nature, and trustworthiness of 
the different systems of religion that have prevai1ed 
in the world, than for those of one system of faith 
to eondemn, behead, hang and quarter, burn at the 
ntake, or even send to prison, those who eannot eee 
thitigs as they do, and who eannot belieye as required. 

Let me make a proposition to you. Inptead of 
sending me to prison beeause I do not aeeept tLe 
belief that you and others of your Soeiety and faith 
think I ought, let us debate the points of disagree- 
ment between us and settle by history, argument, 
and reason whieh has the better grounds for ):is 
belief. I would mueh rather do this than go to 
prison. I will agree to be open to eonyietion and to 
embraee Christianitjr with all my heart if you ean 
conviqce me that it is true. If lt is suseeptible of 
proof this will be mueh better for you and for your 
eauso that to eontine me in a dungeon, or load me 
with ehains; for I think that treatment would fall far 
short of convincing me of the beneiieenee, mildness, 
and eharitableness of your system of faith. Raeks, 
thumb-serewe, pinoers, pulleys, stakes, beheading 
blooks, gallows, and dungeons have not proved to be 
very winning arguments and not well ealeulated 
to make new converts. A man would havo to bo 
kept upon the wheel or raek for a good many homs 
to convince him that it was a mild, eharitable, and 
heavenly kind of treatment, and it is almost too far 
along now, in tbe nineteenth eentury, to eneourage 
that kind of bnsiness. I would reoemmend to your 
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pious Soeiety that you do not embark in any part of 
that heroie treatment too strongly. It is not likely 
to prove popular with the masses. Good arguments, 
historieal facts, and strong reasons will prove far 
more oonvinoing than iron boots, breaking of bones 
or damp, filthy prisons. 

Yes, I feel a little argumentative, somewhat as 
the large boy did whose father was about to givc 
him a severe whipping, or was, in fact, applying the 
rod vigorously to his baek and shoulders, when a 
bright thought struek the youth, and he eried out, 
" Stop, dad, let's argy !" So say I. I pref er it to 
the whipping. If you do not feel like engaging iu 
the argument yourself, I suggest that you seleet 
some able and learned elergyman — any one you 
please — who will diseuss with me as to the truth or 
untruth of the Ohristian religion, whether it ia of 
divine or human origin', whether the Bible is divinely 
inspired, and whieh is truest, Ohristianity or Ration- 
alism ; or any other subject akin to these. 1 am not 
a learned man. I went to a distriet sehool, only, 
till fif teen years of age, sinee whieh time I have been 
eonstantly hard at work, and have read but few 
theologieal works, or books of any kind, for that 
matter, but I am so well assured that I ha*e the 
truth on my side that I will unflinchingly enter into 
a debate with any one of your ablest divines, or any 
professor of your eolleges, upon the subjects namod. 
And what is mere, I will print every word your 
ehampion may have to say in defense of his religion. 
I will not only lay his arguments before 30,000 read- 
ers weekly, but at the elose I will publish the same 
in book form without asking him to eontribute a 
dollar to help defray the expenses, and will furni?h 
the books at most reasonable priees to Ohristians or 
Infidels who may wish to purehase them. 

Now, Mr. Oolgate, I submit it to your better rea- 
son whether this will not be a wiser way to treat 
me than to take me from my family and my business 
and eontine me in prison. If I am wrong in my be- 
lief, all you have to do is to convince me of that 
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little fact, and I will aoknowledge my error with tho 
best graee in the world, I don't want to be wrong. 
I had muoh rather be right than any other way. 
By sending me to prieon you will yirtually eonieps 
to the world and to eoming generations that you 
f ear my arguments and my innuenee; and that will not 
eonyinee them that you are in the right. Again. let 
me urge you to aeeept my proposition for a diseus- 
fion, through my paper, with the ablest elergyman 
j ou oan narae, instead of sending me to prison. It , 
is eertainly worthy of oonsideration. 

Let me assure you that perseeution, wbether by 
torture, deatb, or imprisonment, bas not been an 
honor to Ohristianity. By imposing these eruelties 
she has not adyaneed her eause nor oaused her name 
to be loved by her enemies ; and now as the world 
advanoes in knowledge and seienee her eruelties in 
this line stand out with appalling elearness. For a 
thousand years the direst eruelties that have ev< r 
been inAieted upon tlie human raoe proeeeded from 
the ohuroh. In a few hundred years, it has been 
been estimated by one of the most learned writi rs 
of our time, Victor Hugo, that five millions of lm- 
man beings were put to death bv the ehureh, ai.d 
that, too, by the most horrid speeies of torture that 
human ingenuity oould inyent. These, eombined 
with the milliona upon millions that bo.ve betu 
slain in Ohristian wars, the number who have lout 
their lives under the inHuenee of this religion lias 
been estimated from 75,000,000 to 150,000,000 human 
beings — ten times as many as have been slaiu by all 
the other religions of the earth oombined. So while 
you and others imagine OhriKtianity to be the mo^t 
beneficent religion ln the wrjld, it> has been by iar 
the moht periseeuting, re1entle.su, and bloody. 

Even within the last hundred yearu t)ie ehureh has 
shown her perseeutiug hand not only in Eiirope but 
in these United States of Ameriea. If the scafFold, 
the stake, and the torture maehinep. withthe inereaa- 
ing good sense and intelligenee of mankind ha\e 
been east aside, truth oompells the confe*bion that 
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trials and imprisonments, soeial ostraeism and snn- 
dry annoyanees have still persistently been yisited 
upon the heretie. I will mention a f ew of the eases 
that are historieal, the aeeounts of whieh have been 
handed down to us. . . 

6n July 18, 1793, a Mr. Cook, a baker in Cam- 
bridge, England, was imprisoned for having, three 
and a half years previously, said that he wished " the 
ehurehes were pulled down to mend the roads with." 

On July 13, 1793, a Mr. Orimwood, an eminent 
manufacturer was indieted for having in his posses- 
sion a eopy of " Paine's " Age of Reason," but be- 
ing a wealthy man and able to employ shrewd law- 
yers, they found a flaw in the indietment, and it was 
eet aside. * 

Two days after at Chelmsford, Ohristopher Payn, 
hookseller, was eharged before the quarter sessions 
with having sold a eopy of one of Thomas Paine's 
pamphlets, but he got elear from a defect in the 
mdietment. 

At Knutsford and elsewhere several arrests and 
convictions were made for selling Paine's works. 

At Nottingham, Aug. 1, Mr. Hall, printer of the 
Nf wark Herald was convicted and punished for sel- 
ling Paine's u Address to 1 he Addressero." * 

In the same month at Taunton, Messrs. Roblnson, 
eminent publishers wero senteneed to a fine of £100 
f or one of the firm and £50 eaeh f or the three others 
f or selling the " Rights of Man." 

A young man in Sutton was imprisoned a year, 
besides a fine of £20 f or avowing himself a believer 
in the doetrines of Paine. 

Oeprge Eden for a similar offense was imprisoned 
six months aud fined. 

Messrs: Pear t & Bileher, booksellers at Warwiek, 
were eentenoed to prison eaeh for three months for 
selling Paine's " Rights of Man." 

On Augnst 30, Thomas Muir, of Huntershill, was 
senteneed to f ourteen years transportation f or simply 
reeommending the works of Paine to be read. 

On September 13, Mr. Paliner, an eduoated gen- 
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tleman, fnr a similar offense was senteneed to trans- 
portation for seven years. 

A Mr. Phelps, bookseller of Leieester, was impris- 
oned seven months for selling soine of Paine's 
works. 

On November 11, Daniel Holt, for publishing 
Paine's address was sent to prison for two years. 

In Deeember three indietments were preferred 
fiejainst a Mr. Speneer for selling the "Kightsof 
Man." 

For several years a persistent perseeution by fines 
and imprisonment.was kept up against various per- 
sons, in various plaees, for selling Paine's works. 

In Bolton the town erier was sent around with a 
bell ealling upoa all persons who had any eopies of 
the writings of Thomas Paine to bring them to the 
borough-reeve to be burnt, on pain of lmprisonment 
if the order was not eomplied with. 

This kind of perseeution was eontinued from year 
to year. In 1812 J. D. Eaton, bookseller, was sen- 
teneed to prison in London by Lord Ellenborough 
f or selling u The. Third Part of Paine's Age of Rea- 
son." Shelley one of the brightest minds that Eng- 
land ever produeed, felt so strongly that the free- 
dom of epeeeh and freedom of the press had been 
outraged by this unjust sentenee that he wrote a let- 
ter to Lord Ellenborough upon the subject. It had 
the ring of a true lover of liberty and I take |«lea&- 
ure in reprodueing the letter in this issue of my 
paper. I ask you to read it. 

In 1827, ex-Rev. Robert Taylor, a man of great 
learning, for beeoming a Freethmker and disavowing 
his former belief at Guildhall, was indieted, tried, 
and senteneed to prison for a year. In 1831 he was 
again arrested on a eharge of blasphemy, was eon- 
victed, and senteneed to two more years of imprison- 
ment. 

In 1819 Riohard Oarlile, publisher and leeturer, 
in London, was indieted by a Ohristian eourt no lesa 
than six times for heresy and blasphemy. He 
was easily oonvicted, and was sen^eneed to imprison- 
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ment and a fine of £1,500 ($7,500). While he was 
serving out his term, proseeution was al?o eommeneed 
against his wife, wno was endeayoring to eontinne 
his business, and the Ohristian authoribies seized 
upon the plaee, earried off Oarlile's goods, and en- 
tirely broke up the business. After this the wife 
was senteneed to two years in a most comfort- 
less eell. Upon the imprisonment of Oarlile and 
his wife, his sister was brave enough to attempt to 
sell some of his books, but she also was arrested and 
senteneed to prison and fined £500 ($2,500). After 
this a Mr. Wright and seventeen otherH raised some 
f unds with a view of eontinuing Oarlile's publishing 
business, but in the name of the religion of Jestis 
they were arrested and sent to prison for terms 
varying from six monthsto three years, with fines in 
addition. The imprisoment of Oarlile and his wife 
and sister was renaered as unpleasant as possible by 
their Ohristian perseeutors, and they were treated 
with far greater indignities than any of the f elons 
confined for robbery or murder. When it was nee- 
essary for them to be taken out into the yard, they 
were led with ropes, like wild beasts, But this 
eruel perseeution did not stifle Oarlile's doetrines nof 
ehange his belief. After his imprisonment was over 
he sold far more books than ever before. But the 
enmity of the ehureh was not lessened towards him, 
and in 1834 and '35 he was again imprisoned ten 
months for not payine: ehureh rates. 

Among those now lwing wbo havo been imprisoned 
in Englaud for heretieal opinions, is George Jaoob 
Holyoake, a most gentlemanly and worthy man. In 
1841, when he was less than twenty-five years of 
age, while engaged in leeturing upon eo-operation, 
ete, a direet question was put to him as to his relig- 
ious belief, whioh he answered with honest direet- 
ness, but for this he was proseeuted and senteneed 
by Justice Erskine to six months' imprisonment as 
an enoouragement for his truthfu1ness and eandor. 
But he has lived to win the respeet and admiration 
of large numbers of the best people of Edgland. 



r ^0 POSTSOBIPT. 

a 

The latest ease was the oonyiotion and sentenoe of 
Edward Truelove, pubiiaher and bookseller, nearly 
seventy years of age, who, in the oity of London, 
within a year, was proseeuted by the prototype of 
your Soeiety, the " London Soeiety for the Suppres- 
sion of Vice," for seliing a useful little work by the 
late Hon. Robert Dale Owen, of our own eountry, 
ealled "Moral Physiology." For this offense — or 
really no offense at all — the exoellent old man was 
sent to prison f or f our months. His term expired 
a few months ago. 

Mr. Oharles Bradlaugh and Mrs. Annie Besant 
have been bitterly proseeuted by the same " Yieo 
Soeiety " for publisning and selling a small work 
written by Oharles Knowlton, M. D., of Ashfield, 
Mass. They were eonyieted and sentenoed to six 
months' imprisonment and a fine of £200. They, 
howeyer, sueeeeded in obtaining a new hearing in a 
higher oourt, when, after mueh trouble, the in- 
diotment was deelared defective, and they have 
eseaped the ignominy and inoonvenience of going to 
prison. 

In this oountry, af ter passing over the perseeution 
of the Salem witehes, the Quakers — one of whom, 
Mary Dryer, was hung on Boston Common — and 
the Universalists, ete, ete, we eome down to the 
perseeution of Freethinkers. Abner Kneeland, a 
very upright man, was in 1833 arrested and prose- 
euted in the eity of Boston beeause his belief ln the 
nature o£ the Deity did not oomport with the seeta- 
rian views of his perseeutors, and he was senteneed 
to pri8on for sixty days. 

Oharles Kuowlton, M.D., of Franklin Co., Massa- 
ehusetts, a skilled physieian and a Freethinker, 
author of " The Elements of Materialism " and a 
small medieal work, alluded to above, ealled u The 
Fruits of Philosophy," was proseeuted and annoyed 
several times, but the jury were sensible enough not 
to find a verdiot against him. 

After this no persou was sent to prison for opin- 
ion's sake until we oome to the operations of your 



POSTSOBIPT. 91 

Sooiety, whioh seems to be endeavorinff to revive the 
old spirit of perseeution towards unbelievers ; but 
now you are doing the business under the pretext o£ 
suppressing obseenity, beeause you have suoeeeded 
in obtaining the enaotment of laws making that a 
erime punishable with imprisonment and fine. 

I do not by any means object to the punishment 
of obseenity, if it is honestly done ; but when the 
eharge is only a pretext, and gotten up only to p.un- 
ish and perseeute unbelievers not guilty of obseenity, 
the injustice is most reprehensible. The aniraus 
that aetuates you and your Soeiety ean be easily 
understood when it is remenaered that a year ago yott 
publiely announeed that Freethought publieations 
would soon " be stamped out." 

Let me assure you that any perseeution that you 
may be able to bring to bear upon the Freethinking 
or Liberal element m this eountry will not avail to 
suppress it. Too many thousands of earnest people 
are imbued with honest eonyietions to be erusbed 
by proseeution, fine, and imprisonments. It is hardly- 
worth while for you to attempt it, for you must 
nnderstand that by perseeution you only spread that 
whieh you attempt to erush. Thus it has ever been 
and ever will be. You must of eourse remember 
tliat trite axiom, " The blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the ehureh." The more perseeution, the 
more attention will be ealled to the opinions at- 
tempted to be suppressed. This is inevitable. Any 
book you attempt to suppress you only advertise and 
make it sell the faster. 

There is a love of liberty inherent in the Ameri- 
ean heart whieh must make frecdom of thought, 
f reedon? of speeeh, and f reedom of the press, ever 
dear to the people. And though you sueeeed in 
erushing any partieular line of belief for a while, it 
will surely revive again with more vigor than ever. 

A man of your judgment and diseretion should be 
able to see that perseeution and oppression are not the 
means to eombat an honest error of opinion and that 
they oannot redound to the honor of the oppressor. 
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You should understand, also, that what is *ow being 
done by yonr Soeiety — oppris*ing and erashing 
honest thought and opinions — must beoome items of 
history, and wiii not only beeome familiar to those 
now on the stage of aetion, but to those also who 
eome after us. May reason and justioe guide you 
in your eonduet towards those who eannot think as 
you do. 

In eonelusion let me briefly reoapitulate and sum 
up. I have grown to be an old man. I have main- 
tained through iife a good reputation. I have not 
intended to wrong any one, and hope I have done 
far more good than harm to ihy fe11ow-men. I 
have oommitted no erime in the offense with whieh 
I am eharged. I have not been guilty of obseenity. 
\ have only exercited the rights of an Ameriean 
oitizen. Your Sooiety uses falsehood, deeoy, and 
misrepresentation to aeoomplish arreats and pros- 
eeutions. It takes espeoial pains to oppress those of 
heterodox views, without other snAieient eause. You 
have yourself positively violated the law under 
whioh you oaused me to be indieted, while my 
violation is only a eonstruetive one, by ealling ob- 
seene that whieh is not obseene, as thousands will 
testify. 

My reeord through life has been good, while hun- 
dreds of your own elergy and prominent ehureh 
members have made bad rooords and still have not 
been punished. The right of one elass to punihh an- 
other for opinion's sake is a very questionable one. 
The law under whioh I am proseeuted is of very 
doubtful con8titutionaiity, to say the least. Perse- 
eution of myself for my opinions wili not do vou, 
your Soeiety, nor your eause any good. This Gov- 
ernment should proteot every man in the enjoyment 
of his honest opinions. There are many worthy 
men — seientists, seholars, and thinkers — both in this 
oountry and in Europe, wbo hold anti-theologieal 
views similar to my own. I have meant no harm, 
bave done no harm, and do not desenre punishment. 

Under all these eonsiderations I oan only hope 
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that I may have a fair, honest trial, and that a jury 
of my peers will not eotne to the eonelusion that I 
ought to be deprived of my liberty, or be stripped of 
my seanty eff eets. 

*' But, (ruth phall ronquer at the last, 
For round and round we run; 
Aod ever the right eomes uppermost 9 
Aod ever is justice done."' 

I am very sineerely yours, 

D. M. Bennett, 
141 Eighth St. 
New « Tork, Mareh 1, 1870. 
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